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GET IN TOUCH WITH US:
Les Fiers Moutons, St Andrew’s,  
Guernsey, GY6 8UD

TEL: 01481 257261 (9am to 5pm)

EMERGENCIES TEL: 07781 104082

OPENING TIMES: Mon-Sat 11am-5pm.  
Sunday and bank holidays 11am - 4pm.

EMAILS:  
admin@gspca.org.gg,  
lorna@gspca.org.gg,
steve@gspca.org.gg

WEB: www.gspca.org.gg

TWITTER: @GSPCA

FACEBOOK: GSPCA

EXTERIOR CLEANING & RESTORATION SPECIALISTS

Contact
 07781 138674

•  Pressure washing
•  Window cleaning
•  Gutter cleaning
•  Painted and render surface 

cleaning
•  Roof cleaning

Before After

Using the very best equipment available you 
can always count on us

The Island Dog Training Club has been promoting responsible dog ownership for 
over 60 years. Classes are held at our dedicated premises in Collings Road, Monday to 

Friday. Our trainers, who are all volunteers, focus on positive reinforcement and 
motivational techniques.

We off er a range of training, from the popular Puppies and Newcomers courses
 (pre-booking essential), the Kennel Club Good Citizen Awards, to Agility and Obedience.

Unlock your dog’s potential and enjoy the rewards of owning a well 
behaved and motivated dog.

Visit our website for information on all our activities, including application form 
and dates for Puppy/Newcomer Courses and contact details. www.idtc.co.uk

FOR HAPPY 
TRAINED 

DOGS

OUR plans for the 
desperately needed Wildlife 
Unit have been accepted 

and are moving ahead, with 
luck the tender documents will 
be ready to be published in the 
last quarter of  this year. We 
admit some 2,500-3,000 wildlife 
cases per year, including some 
700 hedgehogs (a species in 
difficulty in the UK), as well 
as seals (29 seals in the past 10 
years alone) and all kinds of  
birds and reptiles. The wildlife 
staff  have had some interesting 
species to deal with over the 
last year, including ‘Pedro’ the 
puffin, a long-eared owl chick 
and an Alpine swift. The care 
and expertise of  the whole team 
is well recognised with animals 
arriving from across the Channel 
Islands. Our work in this area 
was recently recognised as we 
were named as runners-up in the 
highly-respected Conservation 
Awards sponsored by the 
Insurance Corporation.

In addition to the Wildlife Unit, 
we have almost completed the 
work on our new Small Animal 
Unit for domestic and other pets. 
The numbers of  rabbits we have 
onsite continues to be high and 
the new unit is looking fantastic 
and allows us to provide the best 
care during their stay. Plans have 
been submitted for a new Kennel 
Block for our rehoming dogs and 
canine welfare cases, as well as a 
New Ferret Unit.

Our animal welfare work 
continues to be an important 
part of  our commitment to the 
Island’s animals. Our welfare 
staff  continue to train and 
improve their skills to ensure the 
best outcome for all involved.   

Our collaboration with others 
continues with the remarkable 
Seafront Sundays and the 
“Puffin Parade” in partnership 
with Autism Guernsey. We have 
started a Veterinary Nurse 
Training Centre at the GSPCA in 
conjunction with the College of  
Animal Welfare in the UK and the 
three island veterinary practices. 
This is a first for the Channel 
Islands and this collaboration 
makes it very much easier for 
people in the Channel Islands 
to get a further qualification in 
veterinary nursing.

The Society continues to be an 
active member of  the Association 
of  Dogs and Cats Homes 
(ADCH) which is the leading 
representative charity for dog 
and cat rescue and rehoming 
organisations across the British 
Isles.  The ADCH promotes best 
practice in animal welfare for 
dogs and cats and is the major 
force in raising the standards of  
animal welfare across the sector.   

At the end of  this year to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of  the GSPCA the Post Office 
is issuing a special series of  
stamps.

There are so many people we 
should thank as the GSPCA is 
the sum of  its parts and those 
parts are the team of  dedicated 
staff  and volunteers that enable 
us to continue to work with 
in the community and rescue, 
rehabilitate, rehome, release 
and reunite animals across the 
Channel Islands. 

Our forbearers managed to 
keep the GSPCA operating and 
relevant through thick and thin, 

including during the World Wars. 
We have been relatively lucky, 
despite difficult years with the 
Covid pandemic, that we have 
managed to do the same. We 
should be proud of  what we 
have achieved but we cannot 
rest on our laurels. We must stay 
vigilant, relevant, and prepared.

As we move forward and look to 
the future, we focus on our core 
values which are:

To be:
• �Collaborative – sharing 

knowledge for excellence and 
working with our community

• �Active – strive to provide a 24/7 
service to ensure we do the best 
we can for animals and our 
community. Having a proactive 
approach tackling issues, 
facilitating solutions

• �Respectful – of  animals and 
people

• �Inclusive – together for animals 
and our community

• �Nurturing – nurturing the 
animals in our care and through 
our education work to improve a 
world for all

• �Grateful – grateful to those that 
support our work, kind towards 
one another and promoting a 
caring organization

The GSPCA is a fantastic charity, 
but we couldn’t do it without you. 
Thank you to every single person 
that has supported our work and 
put us in good stead to serve the 
Bailiwick for the next 150 years.

Happy Birthday GSPCA!

NOTE: All material supplied by the GSPCA

WELCOME
IT IS OUR 150TH ANNIVERSARY AND WHAT A BUSY YEAR IT’S BEEN!

Puffin Parade Auction 
an incredible success 
for GSPCA and 
Autism Guernsey

AFTER what has been a 
great summer searching 
for the Puffins as part 

of  the Puffin Parade, all 60 
Puffins were put on display at 
St Pierre Park Hotel ahead of  
the Charity auction.

The auction saw hundreds of  
islanders bidding for these 
amazing sculptures, with 
John Randall overseeing the 
bidding wars.

The Guernsey Puffin Parade 
has been such an incredible event for both the GSPCA and 
Autism Guernsey with the GSPCA celebrating 150 years 
and Autism Guernsey celebrating 10 years. 

Steve Byrne, GSPCA Manager said: ‘We really couldn’t 
believe how amazing the support has been. Seeing all 60 in 
one place really was a stunning sight. John Randall was an 
incredible auctioneer, and not only did we sell out tickets 
for the event we managed thanks to St Pierre Park fit a few 
extras in.

‘From £700 to £3,500 nearly all went for over £1,000 making 
just short of  £100,000 in the auction alone with funds being 
raised in many other ways from the raffle to the quiz.’

Mandy Rowlinson from Autism Guernsey said: ‘Woohoo! 
£98,200 raised at the puffin auction. Thank you so much 
John Randall for doing such a fantastic job as auctioneer, 
together with all the volunteers who helped to make this 
evening a great success.’

We want to thank everyone that has helped and supported 
this wonderful event. Thank you!



3GUERNSEY PRESSThursday 28 September 2023    GSPCA

LA
FRATERNELLE

HOME INSURANCE

KEEPING LIVESTOCK, 
OUR WARDENS AND 
ROAD USERS SAFE

Almost every day (and night) our 
ambulance staff and volunteer wardens 
are called out to animals, especially 

cows, sheep and horses, that have escaped 
from their fields and are loose on the island’s 
roads, putting them in grave danger. 

Working at night to contain animals can 
be very dangerous for our volunteers who 
have been known to spend 2-3 hours trying 
to identify and locate owners. While doing 
this it means they are unavailable for other 
emergency call outs, and this can cost lives.

‘The GSPCA is a charity, we are not States-
funded, and we offer this 24-hour service free 
of charge to help keep the islands’ animals 
safe” said GSPCA welfare manager Lorna 
Chadwick. 

‘It is much better for owners to get a call 
from us at 4am trying to help their animals 
than a call from the Police because the 
unthinkable has happened. While we do 
have access to a limited list of owners and 
keepers, it is often hard to locate them if 
their phone numbers have changed or the 
animals can’t be identified. 

The GSPCA ask people to please inform them 
where their animals might be and to leave 
contact details so they can be contacted as 
quickly as possible while we try to make their 
animals safe and secure. 

Details can be emailed to admin@gspca.org.
gg, send by social media, or call 257261. 

GSPCA HUMBLED AS CHARITABLE SECTOR AND OVERALL WINNER AT THE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE AWARDS 2023
A huge thank you to everyone who nominated us for the award.
Terry Buckley, GSPCA head of  reception, said: ‘What a 
wonderful night. We all had so much fun and really couldn’t 
believe it when we won.’

Sarah Langlois, receptionist and ambulance driver said: ‘I 
don’t really get to go to these types of  events and we were so 
surprised when we won as there were so many great nominees. 
We really love what we do at the GSPCA and always try to do 
our very best and we care so much.’

Receptionist Sarah Goddard added: ‘Thank you so much for a 
really lovely evening.’

Awards 2023

GSPCA HONOURED AS 
RUNNER-UP IN THE 2023 
INSURANCE CORPORATION 
CONSERVATION AWARDS
GSPCA team member 
Karen Lane,  treasurer 
Louise Gambrell and 
committee member 
Karen Girdlestone 
are pictured here. We 
were delighted when 
we were awarded the 
runner-up prize. The 
funds will help towards 
the new GSPCA 
Wildlife Hospital.

From left to right: Steve Byrne, Terry Buckley, Sarah Goddard and Sarah 
Langlois.

The GSPCA would like to 
urge everyone to follow 
our Animal Friendly 

Firework Code and protect 
your pets and the local 
wildlife.

Please make sure that your 
pets are wearing a collar with 
an identity tag in case they 
manage to escape from your 
home. We would also strongly 
advise that you have your 
pets microchipped as this 
enables us to reunite them 
with you much more easily 
should they run away. 

Walk your dog during the 
day and as soon as it gets 
dark keep your dog or cat 
inside. Ensure all of  the 
windows and doors are locked 
including dog and cat flaps.

Go to an organised display if  
you can, however don’t take 
your dog. If  you are going 
out then draw your curtains, 
put the TV or radio on and 
provide you pet with a safe 
hiding place so they feel 
secure.

If  you are having a private 
firework display then 
build your bonfire as late 
as possible to reduce the 
likelihood of  any wildlife 
taking up residence. Before 
lighting the fire check 
the area thoroughly for 

hedgehogs. We are always 
saddened by the number 
of  hedgehogs we receive 
that have suffered severe 
burns. Do not light fires or 
set off  fireworks near trees 
where birds are likely to be 
roosting.

Please notify your neighbours 
of  your intentions. Especially 
the elderly and those who 
have pets.

When horses are startled, 
they are likely to bolt and can 
suffer serious injuries. Ensure 
that all horses, ponies and 
donkeys are securely stabled 
with the doors closed.

Remember to bring guinea 
pigs and rabbits inside or 
place under cover in an out 
building. 

If  you know that you pet is 
frightened by loud noises 
such as fireworks or has 
an existing heart condition 
please contact your vet for 
advice.

Please clean up after firework 
parties. Litter is hazardous to 
domestic and wild animals.

n To notify us of  your event 
please email admin@gspca.
or call 01481 257261 so we can 
add your firework display to 
our calendar. 

THE ANIMAL FIREWORK CODE
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P.O. Box 551, Unit 1, Church Road
Industrial Estate, Church Road,

St Sampson’s, GY1 6HU
Tel: 01481 242575

Email: sales@officemaker.gg

are pleased to support
the good work
of the
GSPCA

Paws For Support
is a unique charity dedicated to using highly 
trained dogs to improve people’s lives in the 

Bailiwick of Guernsey. 

Our trained therapy dogs visit a variety of places such as schools, 
nursing homes, hospital, offi ces and social clubs, bringing happiness, 

distraction and love to all they meet, along with teaching respect, 
kindness, responsibility, friendship and trust.

All of our dogs go through the Paws for Support training programme 
thus insuring they are ready to educate, be therapeutic aids and also 

assist whomever they meet. 

Get in touch with PFS and fi nd out

For more information email us: pfsdogs@sky.com  or visit our facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/pawsforsupport or website www.pawsforsupport.co.uk

STILL THE ISLAND’S ONLY
INDEPENDENT GAMES SPECIALIST

Support
Pet Adoption

facebook.com/justgamesgsy
facebook.com/kidscrazesguernsey

STILL THE ISLAND’S ONLY
INDEPENDENT GAMES SPECIALIST

Support
Pet Adoption

facebook.com/justgamesgsy
facebook.com/kidscrazesguernsey

Proudly Supports
the GSPCA

W
hen you get 
in touch to 
register and 
arrange a date, 

the group will be asked to 
fill in a few simple forms 
before arrival. We get a 
list of  names, they can be 
on site before 9am and are 
willing to help for a full 
day. 

The day would start with 
a short introduction 
and safety brief  and is 
followed by breaking the 
group into smaller teams 
to help the staff  around 
site.

There are a wide selection 
or ways you or your 
business can help, and 
we always love to hear 
from those that would like 
to chat, whether it be a 
group day or an individual 
placement, half  a day or 
a full day every month or 
week – any help is much 
appreciated.

Some of  the tasks that the 
group can get involved 
with are:

GROUNDS WORK
•  Keeping the site clean 

and tidy
•  Cutting the lawn and 

hedges
•  Tidying around the pond
•  Weeding
•  Tidying around the 

4-acre site
•  Painting
•  Maintenance and much 

more

ANIMAL CARE 
•  Helping clean out the 

domestic animals

•  Caring for the wild 
animals

•  Hand-rearing
•  Walking and socialising 

the dogs, cats, rabbits 
and other species on site

•  Repairing and 
maintaining enclosures

RECEPTION / ADMINISTRATION
•  Helping on the reception 

desk
•  Helping with 

administration duties

The day includes a 
morning and afternoon 
break, as well as an hour 
for lunch. The shelter will 
provide tea and coffee 
during breaks and there a 
small selection of  snacks 
available for sale, but a 
packed lunch will need to 
be brought.

Thank you to all of  those 
who have visited the 
Shelter over the past 12 
months and generously 
donated their time to help 
the animals.

n For more details or if  
your business would like 
to sponsor, fundraise or 
donate to the GSPCA, 
please contact steve@
gspca.org.gg or call the 
Shelter on 01481 257261.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN OFFERING A 
HOME TO ANY OF THE ANIMALS FEATURED, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADMIN@GSPCA.ORG.GG 
THANK YOU!

LOOKING 
FOR HOMES

Daisy

Bonnie and Clover

Pinky Quinny

Kiwi

Stewie Rosie

CORPORATE DAYS
At the GSPCA we can offer businesses and groups a day of 
organised activities that helps benefit us as a charity, the 
animals in our care, and give your team an experience like 
no other. At the end of their time at the Shelter, they will 
leave knowing that they have made a difference
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On 11th February, 1873, a meeting 
was convened in the rooms of  
the Societe Guernesiaise “for the 

purpose of  considering the expediency of  
establishing in the Island a Societe for the 
suppression of  Cruelty to Animals” and 
the Dean of  Guernsey was called to the 
Chair. The Patron of  the Society was His 
Excellency Lt. General Froome.

A Society for the Prevention of  Cruelty to 
Animals was thus established on the 14th 
February 1873 and became known as the 
GSPCA.

With 150 years of  caring for animals 
in Guernsey, the GSPCA is growing to 
meet the demands of  the modern world 
with enthusiasm, optimism and energy. 
The role now, as in those early days, 
of  preventing cruelty and promoting 
kindness to animals, through education, 
is as strong as ever. So much is achieved - 
through qualified and dedicated staff, our 
own welfare officer, friends and supporters 
throughout the island and through our 
association with the other animal welfare 
organisations around the world.

We are completely funded through the 
generosity of  the local community and 
without donations, monthly giving, 
legacies and our members we wouldn’t be 
able to help the 1000’s of  animals every 
year that come through our doors.

We are a registered charity which is a 
requirement under Guernsey Law.  Our 
charity number is 003 which makes the 
GSPCA one of  the oldest registered 
charities in Guernsey and this number 
was issued by the Association of  Guernsey 
Charities.  

As a charitable organisation the GSPCA 
is headed by a committee that is elected 
from the membership each year.  The 
committee are members of  the GSPCA 
that bring a variety of  skills and expertise 
to drive the organisation forward and 

direct their team of  staff, volunteers and 
supporters to help promote kindness and 
prevent cruelty to animals in Guernsey.

GSPCA MISSION STATEMENT
• To prevent cruelty to all animals
• To rescue animals in distress
• To provide shelter for strays
• �To foster and encourage kindness and 

consideration in the treatment of  all 
animals and birds

GSPCA OBJECTIVES
The aims and objectives of  The Society are 
to support animals and animal welfare in 
Guernsey.

They include but are not limited to;
i) To prevent cruelty to animals in 
Guernsey,
ii) To rescue animals in distress,
iii) To foster and encourage by 
promotional/educational/other means the 
principle of  kindness and consideration 
in the treatment of  all animals, whether 
domestic or wild,
iv) To provide a temporary home for stray 
or injured animals,
v) To provide a shelter for animals in 
need,
vi) To cooperate with kindred and other 
organisations,
vii) To do all such other things as the 
Society may deem incidental or conducive 
to the attainment of  the Society’s overall 
purpose in pursuance of  these aims,
viii) The Society shall employ all means 
necessary to denounce acts of  neglect and 
cruelty.

GSPCA VISION STATEMENT
A community where animals are free 
from abuse, neglect and abandonment 
and where people care for and support 
domestic and wild animals, by working 

together and learning to ensure a future of  
compassionate care towards all animals.

GSPCA VALUES
GSPCA is committed to being CARING:
Collaborative – sharing knowledge 
for excellence and working with our 
community
Active – strive to provide a 24/7 service to 
ensure we do the best we can for animals 
and our community. Having a proactive 
approach tackling issues, facilitating 
solutions
Respectful – of  animals and people
Inclusive – together for animals and our 
community
Nurturing – nurturing the animals in our 
care and through our education work to 
improve a world for all
Grateful – grateful to those that support 
our work, kind towards one another and 
promoting a caring organization.

GSPCA STRATEGIC AIMS
Strategic Aim 1 – Animal Welfare
‘To continually raise and improve 
standards of  animal welfare for those in 
our care and to all animals.’

Strategic Aim 2 - Team, Membership & 
Community Support
‘To encourage GSPCA membership and it’s 
support network. To include volunteers, 
supporters, referrals, current members 
to help us raise our profile in the local 
community utilising media and other 
means to achieve our aims and objectives.’

Strategic Aim 3 – Partnership & Networks
‘Working within our community and with 
other like minded organisations.
‘To create a strong network of  professionals 
and experts to assist us in working 
towards our aims and objectives.
‘Develop and further enhance ways of  
working together.

‘To ensure our interactions are strong, 
effective, supportive and enjoyable’

Strategic Aim 4 – Finance & Sustainability
‘To develop funding streams and a finance 
strategy which ensure the GSPCA remains 
sustainable whilst achieving its aims and 
objectives.

‘To identify projects and continually 
develop and review a business plan to 
ensure our future.’

Strategic Aim 5 – Communication, Education 
& Awareness
‘To reach out to our local communities; 
educate, inform and engage. Garnering 
support for our work, raising awareness 
and promoting and tackling animal 
welfare issues.

‘To be recognised and acknowledged as 
the go to animal welfare organisation 
that can provide a voice for animals, to 
be an advocate for animal welfare, impart 
sector knowledge, information and advice 
to government, the public, the media and 
others.

‘To maximise communication channels, 
ensuring information and knowledge is 
accurately and ethically shared with our 
community.’

Strategic Aim 6 – Legal & Constitutional
‘Ensure we remain compliant with all 
legal processes and procedures to uphold 
and maintain our aims and objectives.’

n The GSPCA is still going strong after 
150 years. We couldn’t do it without your 
continued support. Thank you!

n Here are some wonderful examples of  
some Guernsey Press coverage over the 
years to celebrate our 150 years.

Happy 150th Birthday GSPCA! 
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This year we are very 
lucky to welcome to 
Charisma Lyall onto the 

board. Charisma joins us with 
considerable experience in law 
and administrative law and her 
knowledge and experience will 
be most helpful to us going 
forward.

Once all of  the formalities were 
complete it was time for the all-
important recognition awards. 

Steve Byrne, the GSPCA manager, 
stood to say a few words about 
each person, group or business 
who were then presented with 
their Certificates of  Appreciation 
from vice-president Tom Le 
Pelley.

Long service – Yvonne Chauvel

Steve said: ‘Yvonne is an 
incredible member of  the team 
with over 25 years service to 
the GSPCA and I don’t know 

how I or we could have done so 
much over the years. Yvonne is 
often the first in and last to go 
home and we are hugely grateful 
to all she does.’

Incredible Coverage of our 150th – 
BBC Guernsey 

Steve said: ‘We have to say a huge 
thanks to all the media, but this 
year we wanted to give a special 
mention to BBC Guernsey who 
gave amazing coverage on our 
150th year celebrations and all 
they do to spread the word of  our 
work, stories, events, educational 
messages and so much more.’

Outstanding IT Support – Matt Hale from 
Clarity

Steve said: ‘Matt and Clarity 
are an incredible support to the 
GSPCA and we wouldn’t have the 

IT equipment or support without 
them. Matt has spent hundreds of  
hours in the evenings helping me 
around site ensure our systems 
and equipment is all what we 
need to run smoothly at the 
GSPCA.’

Up and Coming Animal Welfare Investigator – 
Sarah Langlois

Steve said: ‘Lorna heads up 
the welfare department and she 
couldn’t do it so well without 
the support of  other members 
of  the team. Sarah Langlois is 
a fantastic team member at the 
GSPCA and has helped with 
many cruelty cases and has 
been doing a lot of  training with 
Lorna recently and we wanted 
to recognise all she does in this 
area.’

Outstanding Sponsorship and Support – 
BNP Paribas

Steve said: ‘The team at BNP 
Paribas have chosen to support 
the GSPCA in many ways this year. 
From the GSPCA display in their 
reception to becoming a build 
partner for the Wildlife Hospital, 
an Angel Pen Pal Corporate 

Sponsor to volunteering at the 
GSPCA, there are many amazing 
businesses that support us and 
we wanted to highlight one that 
really stood out to us in our 150th 
and thank them for all they do.’

Fantastic Ladies Lunch Event - Wendy 
Woodcock and Elaine Lockett

Steve said: ‘There are a number 
of  team members in this room 
that have attended some of  the 
incredible Ladies Lunches that 
Wendy and Elaine have run in aid 
of  the GSPCA and we wanted to 
say a special thank you to them 
for all of  their support as we are 
so grateful to so many for all of  
their support.’

Outstanding Service through Customer 
Service – Terry Buckley

Steve said: ‘We have been 
humbled this year in winning the 
overall Customer Service Awards 
this year and this wouldn’t be 
possible without a fantastic 
team and in particular Terry 
Buckley who goes over and above 
and leads the team with caring 
and compassion and we are 
hugely grateful for her amazing 
customer service and all she does.’

Outstanding Commitment to Dog Training – 
GSPCA Dog Training Team

Steve said: ‘Lorna as well as all 
the welfare work heads up the 
dog training team which takes 
place multiple times each week 
helping hundreds of  owners and 
dogs ever year which is all 
part of  our educational work 
and promoting responsible pet 
ownership and we are hugely 
grateful to her and Tilly and 
Helen who are present tonight 
as well as Anna who can’t join 
us for their amazing work and 
all they do for dog training to the 
Association of  Pet Dog Training 
standards.’

Outstanding Support to Animal Rescue 
– Fire Service, Cliff Rescue and Inshore 
Rescue

Steve said: ‘We help rescue 1000’s 
of  animals every year, but there 
are some we aren’t able to do 
ourselves, like Albie the dog 
recently rescued on the cliffs. 
In these circumstances we rely 
on the help from our emergency 
services and tonight we wanted 
to highlight the amazing support 
from Guernsey Fire Service, 
Cliff  Rescue and RLNI Inshore 
Rescue.’

The evening ended with a buzz 
of  chatting about all that been 
achieved and from all at the 
GSPCA thank you to all that 
attended, supported the event.

136th AGM
The GSPCA had a packed room for its 136th 
AGM on Thursday 20 July. The president 
and treasurer’s reports were followed by the 
election of committee members 
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Make the right choice when choosing 
your flooring and window coverings

•  We have the largest selection of 
domestic and commercial flooring

•  The widest array of window blinds, 
shutters and curtains

•  We have the largest flooring showroom in 
Channel Islands

•  We’re the most established flooring 
company with 63 years under our belt.

Call for a free 
quotation!

For all walks 
of life!

Professional Dog Training and
Behaviour Modification -

The Kind WayThe Kind Way
Call - 07781 426337

Email - caninebehaviourguernsey@gmail.com

Facebook message -
www.facebook.com/CanineBehaviourGuernsey

caninebehaviourguernsey.co.uk

Proud to support the
work of the GSPCA

‘Italian food at its best’
‘We Italians love our pets....
we also love.... people....
football.... good food....
good wine and
fast cars

46 Lower Pollet St Peter Port, Guernsey
Telephone 721552. Fax: 724235

Open from Tuesday to Sunday

Closed on Monday

The GSPCA regularly rehomes a variety of  
poultry. We have had an unprecedented 
number of  cockerels on site over the last 12 

months and these have been incredibly difficult 
to place with new families. If  you can help with 
and of  our cock birds please get in touch! Hens 
on the other hand are often quick to rehome. 
We can never be sure of  the numbers of  poultry 
needing our help so we are keen to create a list 
of  people happy to be contacted should we see 
a sudden increase in the demand for homes. 
As such we would ask that anyone who may 
be willing to take on some hens in the future 
to contact the GSCPA and leave your details, 
ideally email, so we can do this as quickly as 
possible when the time comes. Please call 257261 
or email lorna@gspca.org.gg 

To ensure the welfare of  any poultry during 
our rehoming and adoption process, our team 
conduct an initial assessment of  the birds to 
evaluate their health and condition.

Cockerels and Hens looking for homes

CHOOSING YOUR COOP
There are lots of coops to choose from but your 
girls will be happy as long as they have a safe, 
cosy and comfortable environment. Below are 
some things to consider to help you provide the 
best possible home for your girls:

HOUSING YOUR COOP 
• �Keepers can buy a purpose-built hen house or 

convert an ordinary shed/outbuilding.

• �Housing must be completely vermin-proof.

• �We advise you buy a house which can 
accommodate more birds than you intend to 
get, so if you want three hens, buy a house 
that can accommodate at least four to give 
them plenty of space.

• �A hen house needs a nest box facility and 
perching.

• �Hens can be kept in a smaller house with a 
run or a larger aviary-type enclosure attached.

• �Plastic coops can be easier to clean and may 
reduce the likelihood of  red mites.

• �To keep the ground dry put a layer of wood 
chippings around the hen house entrance.

• �Position the hen house so that the hens have 
protection from prevailing winds and shelter 
from the sun.

• �The more space and enrichment available to 
the hens, the happier they will be.

CLEANING OUT THE COOP
• �Minimal daily cleaning is required to ensure 

your girls stay happy and healthy. We 
recommend the following:

• �Droppings and wet patches should be removed 
daily.

• �A thorough clean should be carried out every 
two-four weeks depending on flock size.

• �A thorough clean is also an opportunity 
to disinfect or  treat for red mite.

FEEDING
• �The average adult hen needs 100-120g 

of feed per day. We recommend  layers 
crumble and mixed corn.

• �Fresh food should be provided daily to reduce 
the chances of it getting stale or damp.

• �Control the amount of feed and tailor it to the 
number of hens in your flock.

• �If hens are fed outside, use a sturdy feeder  to 
prevent it being knocked over and clear up any 
spillage to avoid attracting vermin.

TREATS
While it’s lovely to treat your hens, there are 
certain rules to be aware of:

• �It is illegal to feed your hens kitchen scraps, 
even from a vegan household. This is due to 
the potential cross-contamination of diseases, 
such as foot and mouth.

• �Hens thrive on a well-balanced diet and should 
only be given nutritional treats specifically 
designed for hens.

• �Too many treats can disrupt egg production and 
affect shell quality.

• �Hens can become overweight with too many 
treats.

ROUTINE
• �Hens need daily care and aren’t the kind 

of pet that can be left for a couple of days 
unattended. They like routine so keepers should 
establish this from day one.

• �Stick to the same feed times and avoid sudden 
changes to their environment.

• �Hens like staying out until late dusk so make 
sure you’re there to shut them in.

GENERAL HEALTH
• �Regular handling of hens means you’ll quickly 

pick up any health issues or abnormalities. 
Here are some points to be aware of:

• �Routine worming should be carried out three 
or four times a year using a licensed product.

• �Hens should be active and alert, not huddled 
with fluffed up feathers or eyes closed.

• �Droppings should be firm and dark brown with 
a white urate cap.

n For more information of the health of hens, 
introducing new poultry to your existing flock 
and important husbandry and care advice 
please visit:

www.bhwt.org.uk 

THE BRITISH HEN WELFARE TRUST STARTER GUIDE

All birds receive necessary medical attention to address 
any health issues.

We ensure potential adopters are carefully screened to 
ensure they can provide proper care.

We provide adopters with guidance on proper chicken care, 
diet, and living conditions to promote their well-being.

We’ll offer ongoing support to the adopters and remain 
available for any questions or concerns.

n If  you have never kept poultry before, please read the 
advice on the States website: gov.gg/animalownership 
where you will find a link to caring for poultry. 

n There are also useful groups on Facebook including 
Guernsey Poultry and Guernsey Smallholders whose 
members are happy to share knowledge and often have 
appropriate housing and other equipment for sale. 
We also recommend you register your birds with the 
State’s Veterinary Officers as this will give you valuable 
information on what to do in the unlikely event that there 
is an outbreak of  a notifiable disease.
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Ultimate comfort
for the whole family

Our pets like to lounge around
as much as we do, so comfort
is just as important as style.
Be inspired at our showroom
and discover the best furniture
ranges to suit all budgets.

01481 249544
sales@regency.gg
www.regency.gg

Philip Swan House,
Church Road, St. Sampson’s
Open Monday - Saturday
9:00am - 5:30pm

PROUD TO SUPPORT

GSPCA

HAPPY TAILS

Barney and Bumblebee Ruby Cleo

Mia

Jess Martha

Pumpking

Scoobie 

Tweedy

Leopard Ghecko

Fish

Duck
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Est. 2001. We undertake large or
small contracts of all types of stonemasonry and
specialise in sympathetic renovation with use of

natural products such as hydraulic lime.

Mobile: 07781 124221
Email: stoneworksgsy@gmail.com

www.stoneworksgsy.net

SARRE’S

Enquiries
                                 Training:- 07781 115029 - Sara
Boarding and Day Care:- 07781 440134 - Caroline

Sarres@suremail.gg • www.sarrestopdog.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Sarresdogtraining/

SERVICES OFFERED:-
•   Puppy training – one to one 8 session course 

(KENNEL CLUB AFFILIATED)
•   Behaviour training – one to one from basics 

to complex cases
•   Dog training work shops and specialised 

group sessions
•  Dog phobia sessions – children and adults
•  Spaniel breeder
•  Home boarding and day care
•  And much, much, more…

Miele Cat and Dog 
Vacuum Cleaners

ELECTRICAL & HARDWARE STORE
Grande Rue, St Martin’s | Tel: 238422 | Like us on FB   

Vacuum Cleaners

ELECTRICAL & HARDWARE STORE

Perfect 
for pet 

owners...

DOGS bark for many different 
reasons. A dog may bark to express 
how they’re feeling – for example, 

when they’re excited, frustrated, bored 
or scared. If  a dog feels threatened, they 
may bark to tell somebody to stay away 
or to leave.

Other times, dogs may bark because they 
want something in particular, such as 
their favourite toy. Dogs may also bark 
when they’re in distress, for example, 
when they’re left alone.

Barking is a form of  communication and 
is a completely normal dog behaviour. 
However, if  the amount your dog barks 
increases or becomes excessive, it can 
be a sign that something isn’t right and 
it may also cause problems for other 
people.

If  this happens, it’s important to address 
any underlying problems which could be 
causing your dog to bark more.

MY DOG HAS STARTED BARKING A LOT MORE 
THAN USUAL
If  your dog is barking excessively or 
more than usual, there may be an 
underlying health issue – for example, 
any problems with your dog’s hearing 
could be causing the barking. If  you 
suspect your dog’s hearing is suffering, 
or there may be something else wrong 
always speak to your vet.

MY DOG BARKS WHEN LEFT ALONE
If  your dog is barking when you’re 
not around they may be experiencing 
distress when you are not present. 
Separation-related anxiety can show 
itself  in a number of  ways including 
barking. The good news is that there 
are things you can do to help, and to 
determine what the cause of  the barking 
may be. Seek advice from a trainer who 
understands how to work with anxiety 
issues as it’s important to understand 
that your dog is NOT being naughty. 

MY DOG BARKS AT VISITORS OR PASSERS-BY
Some dogs will bark at people passing by 
your house or garden. The first thing to 
do is to manage their environment to try 
prevent your dog from seeing anybody 
passing the house i.e. reducing access to 
windows or front gardens/gates.

HOW TO REDUCE EXCESSIVE BARKING
4 Prevent boredom – dogs are intelligent, 
active and social animals so they need 
lots of  exercise, things to do and 
company to keep them happy and 
healthy. If  your dog is bored, they might 
spend more time barking.

4 Make sure your dog has enough to 
do every day to stop them from getting 
bored.

4 Establish a good routine – your dog 
may be barking to communicate that 
they want to play, want food or need 
attention. Make sure that you have a 
daily routine in place for your dog which 
includes meal times as well as play and 

exercise, at around the same time each 
day. A good routine can help your dog 
to know what and when activities are 
going to happen and may help to stop 
them from barking for activities at other 
times!

Dogs bark for so many different reasons 
and so it’s necessary to discover what 
the cause is. Asking for advice from an 
expert can help you to understand what 
is causing the behaviour and they’ll also 
be able to point you in the right direction 
for help.

WHAT NOT TO DO:
Never punish your dog for barking as 
this will make it more anxious and the 
barking may escalate

Don’t use ‘anti bark’ collars. They can 
add to the dog’s anxiety, dogs become 
accustomed to the noise and the barking 
can increase.

Don’t get a second dog as company – you 
may end up with two barking dogs!   

REPORTING A BARKING DOG
The occasional bark or ‘woof’ is usually 
not a problem for neighbours and others 
in the community but when barking 
becomes disruptive, it’s often considered 
unacceptable and unpleasant to many 
people. The dog’s welfare may also be 
compromised, but the owner may not 
realise that their dog has been barking if  
they’re not around at that time.

If  you’re concerned about a dog barking 
excessively near you, there are things 
you can do:

Speak to the owner. They may not be 
aware that there’s an issue, or they may 
be using some of  the advice above to try 
and resolve the issue.

If  speaking to your neighbour hasn’t 
worked or isn’t an option Guernsey’s 
Public Health law lists specific conditions 
that may be considered ‘nuisances’ and 
which powers exist to require that they 
are prevented from recurring.

If  a neighbour’s dog is barking constantly 
and the owner does nothing to prevent 
this happening you can contact the 
Environmental Health Department and 
ask for further advice 717000.

If  you are concerned about a dog’s 
welfare, please contact the GSPCA on 
01481 257261. While we will be unable 
to switch the barking off, we can check 
on the dog, offer basic advice and 
recommend a good behaviourist.

And finally…

If  a neighbour has mentioned that your 
dog is barking a lot or you have had 
a visit from a member of  staff  at the 
GSPCA or other organisation, try not to 
become upset of  angry but try to see it 
from their point of  view. They may have 
a new baby in the house or they may be 
worried about whether your dog is OK.

Barking Mad

PLEASE BE KIND! 
Our amazing team of staff and volunteers 
work tirelessly 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year 
Helping animals in need (and their 
owners), rescuing wildlife, investigating 
cruelty cases and just being there to 
support the community can be very 
emotionally draining. 
When speaking to a member of our team, 
please remember to be kind and consider 
your words. Calling our out-of-hours 
volunteers, reception staff, ambulance 
drivers and welfare staff repeatedly, 

or shouting and swearing at them, is 
unnecessary and unkind. They will try their 
very best to help you however they can, 
but they are only human, and your words 
cannot change the situation and can in 
fact cause a lot of upset.
If you need our assistance we are here, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 
days a year, but please be patient and 
understanding, as the person on the other 
end of the phone may not be able to 
provide an immediate solution for you, but 
they will always do their best to help.

Thank you!
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GAIL GIRARD DANCES 
TO SUCCESS IN AID OF 
THE GSPCA

The 2023 Guernsey You 
Can Dance event was 
again held at St Pierre 
Park and a crowd of 
over 500 people were 
wowed by 12 amateurs, 
who had never taken to 
the floor before. 

After months of coaching 
from their professional 
dancers they all did 
exceptionally well but it 
was Gail who was to lift 
the trophy, as well as 
her partner! An amazing 
achievement Gail, and 
thank you so much for 
raising much-needed 
funds for the Shelter.   

JEN BRADSHAW RUNS THE 
LONDON MARATHON IN AID 
OF THE GSPCA WILDLIFE 
HOSPITAL

HUGE congratulations to Jen 
for completing one of the 
most famous road races in the 
world. Jen has been a volunteer 
warden at the GSPCA for more 
than a decade and dedicates 
much of her spare time to 
helping animals in need. Those 
of us who know Jen will know 
that she is not a runner, and 
taking part in the Marathon was 
a huge challenge. Jen rose to 
the occasion, giving up smoking 
and training hard. She did a 
fantastic job and we are all very 
proud. 

‘The whole weekend was an 
amazing experience, full of 
so many emotions, happy, sad, nerves, 
joy and so much more,’ she said. ‘From 
the moment I walked into the Excel to 
register and collect my race number to the 
moment I crossed that finish line, I can 
honestly say it was worth it, and so much 
fun. 

‘The marathon itself was just incredible. 
I loved every moment and was constantly 
reminded by supporters and marshals how 
much I was smiling. The whole atmosphere 
was like one big carnival – music, 
cowbells, whistles, singing and dancing. I 
always said it wouldn’t be fast, it took me 

seven hours (and twenty-eight seconds) 
and when I look back now, yes, I could 
have done it faster. But the aim was to get 
from start to finish and enjoy it. I certainly 
did that. 

‘I want to thank you all for supporting me, 
without that I wouldn’t have raised the 
amount that I did for the GSPCA. 

‘It will help so much with the new building 
project. I cannot express how grateful I am 
for that.

‘Maybe next time I’ll beat my time, watch 
this space…’

SAFFERY WALK

Well done to Lisa, Natalie, Tim and Seb 
who completed the Rotary Walk helping 
to raise funds for the GSPCA and other 
worthy charities.

FUNDRAISING - THANK YOU!

THANK YOU LIVING ROOM!
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Call Ian on 07911 765917
www.guernseymobility.gg
ian@guernseymobility.gg

NEED A HAND KEEPING UP WITH
YOUR PETS?

See our range of rollator walkers, wheelchairs,

riser recliner armchairs and mobility scooters

at our Landes du Marche showroom

THE SOLUTION
The old-fashioned method might have 
recommended that you chase after your 
dog and certainly tell them off  when you 
are finally reunited. But just imagine 
that every time you return home you 
are verbally and possibly physically 
reprimanded by a member of  your 
family – you are most certainly going to 
be reluctant to go home! Reprimanding 
your dog when they return to you does 
not actually teach them to come when 
call, quite the opposite in fact, and your 
negative behaviour can ruin your dog-
owner bond. 

SO WHAT CAN YOU DO INSTEAD?
You must assume that your dog does 
not understand the word ‘come’ (or your 
chosen recall command). You must also 
remember that repeating their name over 
and over again is not training a recall, 
it is in fact teaching them to ignore you 
(it’s nagging, and we all ignore it after a 
while!) 

Choose a new recall command, that has 
no previous associations, such as ‘with 
me’, ‘here’ or ‘let’s go’. This will enable 
you to start from scratch. I personally 
like instructive words that are nice and 
upbeat such as the ‘let’s go’.

Start your training in an environment 
with few distractions. Do not expect 
your dog to come back to you on a busy 
beach or park if  you have not taught 
them a solid recall. Coming when called 
is a choice the dog learns to make – 
you must remember that you are just 
one of  MANY competing motivations 
on their walk. You can engage with 
your dog when out, with play, chatting, 
smiling, practising tricks, hiding treats 
to sniff  out or just exploring together. 
If  you simply let them off  lead to do 
their own thing they will go and find 
‘entertainment’ – which may be other 
dogs, horses or joggers.

From now on, every time they approach 
you systematically reward them with 
affection, a food treat, or a game. If  
you call them to you and they come, 
always reinforce this as a good decision 
made. Never follow their return to you 
with something they will not like or the 
cessation of  something they are enjoying. 
You do not want them to learn that if  
they come back to you it might result in 
being scolded or the end of  their fun. To 
prevent the latter, randomly call them, 
reward, pop on lead, then release to ‘go 
play’ again.

The following is the foundation of  
teaching a recall. This exercise should be 
carried out randomly throughout the day 
whether at home or on a walk. I strongly 
recommend using a longline/training line 
until a good recall has been established. 
If  your dog learns to run off  and ignore 
you, a recall will be a lot harder to 
retrain. 

WHEN PRACTISING RECALLS THE INITIAL 
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS SHOULD BE:

1. �Show them the reward on offer (toy 
or food). Give them a piece if  you are 
using food or bounce the ball.

2. �Make sure they are calm and engaged. 
Don’t release a dog that is barking, 
lunging and disengaged.

3. �Release them from your attention with 
a cue such as ‘go play’.

4. ��After a short while say their name, 
encouraging them back to you with 
hand-clapping, luring with a bouncing 
ball etc. Be animated, fun and enticing. 
As your dog approaches remain 
exciting and happy. You may want to 
start moving backwards to encourage 
their approach.

5. �Introduce a cue word as they 
approach e.g. ‘here’, ‘home’ and praise 
enthusiastically during approach. 
They will pair the command with their 
action over time. 

6. �Take your dog’s collar in one hand 
(preferably under the chin as reaching 
over head may cause them to retreat). 
Do not hurriedly grab at the collar.

7. �Reward your dog with a food treat or 
a quick game. You could now choose 
to release them to ‘go play’ and repeat 
the exercise.

If, during your walk, your dog chooses 
to focus on you, even just looking 
towards you, make sure your reward that 
decision. 

I would advise using their daily food 
allowance if  they are a hungry dog and 
when there are no/few distractions. As 
you up the difficulty level you will need 
to up their ‘pay’ using something of  
higher value such as a small cube of  

cheese or dried liver. Vary the rewards 
to remove predictability and for times 
when they run straight to you with no 
hesitation give them a jackpot reward, 
such as more than one high-value treat, 
or a longer game.

If  you are using food only and notice 
after a few sessions, they are taking the 
treat and running off, try asking for 
another behaviour, such as a sit, down 
or spin then giving the reward. You can 
also give them a different number of  
rewards on each response so you’re not 
predictable. 

REMEMBER:
Go out prepared for anything. It is up 
to you to ensure you have everything 
you need for a great training session 
and enjoyable walk. Take a variety of  
rewards, which should include toys and 
food. You can even find rewards in your 
environment, one of  my dogs likes to 
chase leaves and he also likes splashing 
in the tide.

When you call your dog you must make 
yourself  far more exciting than anything 
else on offer. If  they ignore you, up your 
game!
Don’t expect them to return to you if  
you call their name in a monotone voice 
while standing still. 

Don’t expect them to come to you if  you 
are shouting their name in frustration. 
Why would they want to come to you if  
you are in such a bad temper? 
Don’t run after them, you will be 
reinforcing the behaviour by joining in/
turning it into a game. If  it is safe to do 
so, turn and walk/run the other way. If  
you use a training line running off  won’t 
be a problem.
Never tell them off  it will only serve as 
an aversive and they will be less likely to 
come to you next time. They must want 
to come back to you.
Do not let your dog practise running 
off. If  you have not trained a recall you 
cannot expect your dog to return to you 
when given the choice between playing 
with another dog or child or coming 
back. 
Use a long line while training. You can 
purchase ‘longlines’ from Amazon or 
at pet shops. These give your dog the 
opportunity to run but not run out of  
control. Longlines are NOT flexi-leads. 

To complement this training, you can 
look to train a retrieve, a hand touch and 
a ‘through’ the legs. 

All are interactive, fun and keep your 
dog close and under control.  

WHY DOES MY DOG NOT COME WHEN CALLED?
Coming when called is a must when you are out on walks with your dog, especially if you wish to call him away from 
traffic, other dogs and people. If you are unable to control your dog in public, you will need to keep them on lead to 
prevent them from becoming a nuisance and to keep them safe
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OPENING TIMES - Monday to Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm
www.stanbrouard.com
Landes du Marche, Vale
Tel: 252521
Proud to support the GSPCA

Receive 10% offReceive 10% off
all Tom Chambersall Tom Chambers
wild life productswild life products
when you show this ad
at the point of purchase

Staff and 
volunteer 
CPD
IT is vital that team members 

update their skills to meet best 
practice and strive to meet the 

highest standards in animal welfare 
and care. Continued personal 
development, including education 
and training, for those working in 
the animal welfare sector is of  vital 
importance to ensure animal welfare, 
customer care, public safety and legal 
requirements are met. 
Congratulations for those who have 
completed their training, and gained 
their qualifications, and for those 
close to finishing – keep going, you 
can do it!
Sebienne Goman – City & Guilds level 
2 diploma in animal care, ongoing
Lorna Chadwick – animal licensing 
inspector award (RQF) Level 3, 
distinction. Human behaviour change 
for animals (HBCA) – making change 
happen.
Sarah Langlois – welfare assistant 
training, ongoing
Natalie Spicer – GSPCA rehoming 
training, ongoing
Helen Bougourd – Alex Lato: Training 
for performance & companion dogs, 
re-active programme
Neil Hughes – English functional skills 
level 2

12 months of 
wildlife rescues 
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AHEAD of  the Wildlife Hospital 
Build, we are currently building 
a Small Animal, Reptile and Bird 

Unit, the first of  its kind at the GSPCA, 
and essential before we push forward 
to build the Wildlife Hospital as the 
buildings they are in currently need to be 
removed due to their condition and age.
As well as these two important builds, we 
are also hoping to build a new Welfare 
Kennel unit to help dogs needing homes, 
house cruelty cases, strays and those 
emergency dogs needing our care, as well 
as an isolation kennel area and laundry 
section for kennels.
We are also in need of  a ferret unit to 
help house the many stray and unwanted 
ferrets we help each year.
The builds are estimated to cost nearly 
£3m. and we really need your support. 

WILDLIFE HOSPITAL - ESTIMATED £2M.
The GSPCA was recently delighted 
to announce that planning has been 
approved for our new Wildlife Hospital. 
You can help this much-needed facility 
become a reality, from buying a brick to 
becoming a build partner.
We now have permission granted which 
includes demolishing a number of  very 
old buildings one of  which dates back to 
the 1940’s.
We really need your help. We have so far 
raised an amazing £350,000 towards the 
estimated costs for the facility.
The next step is go out to tender, but for 
those wanting to help in much larger 
ways here are the estimated costs for 
some of  the facilities that make up the 
£2m. cost of  the project.

Demolitions £70,000
Sub-structure £80,000
Drainage £99,000
Slab £160,000
Roof £263,000
External walls £180,000
Glazing to whole build £70,000
Each rehabilitation room £40,000
Central feed kitchen £35,000
Each marine rehabilitation room and access to 
pool £30,000
Rehabilitation Pool to be confirmed
Rehabilitation aviaries/pens £15-20,000 each
Receiving office where the public can drop 
animals off and they can be admitted and 
entered into the system £25-30,000
It has been an extremely busy year for 
the GSPCA. The new Wildlife Hospital 
will help house more than 3,000 wildlife 
who come through our doors each year, 
and with our environment a major 
concern, be a facility that would help 
benefit future generations. 

SMALL ANIMAL, REPTILE AND BIRD UNIT - 
ESTIMATED £85K
Sponsor all or part of  this much needed 
facility –
The complete Small Animal Department £85,000
Flooring £25,000
The intake and isolation area £11,000
The main rabbit and guinea pig room £22,000
The reptile room £8,000
The bird room £8,000
The room for all other species £11,000
Each Intake or Isolation Cage £650
Each Rabbit or Guinea Pig Pen £1,500

Steve Byrne GSPCA Manager continued 
‘Last year we helped over 500 rabbits 
and over 500 other small animals, birds 

and reptiles,’ said GSPCA manager Steve 
Byrne. 
‘We have seen a huge rise in unwanted 
and stray small animals in recent years 
and we desperately need a Small Animal 
Unit. This will have purpose-built 
facilities for rabbits, small animals, birds 
and reptiles in different rooms, with an 
isolation and intake area. This will be 
the first time we will have a proper Small 
Animal Unit, as they have often had to 
be housed in various areas around the 
Animal Shelter.’

KENNEL BUILD - ESTIMATED £500K
The GSPCA helps hundreds of  dogs 
every year, from strays to cruelty cases, 
unwanted pets looking for homes to 
those needing our emergency care, 
those fleeing domestic violence to those 
needing quarantine.
Due to the Wildlife Hospital Build we 
will be losing 10 kennels on site as well 
as a laundry room so we are looking to 
build much-needed new facilities. The 
building will have 12 kennels, split into 
4 sections, allowing us to isolate poorly 
animals when needed. It will also include 
grooming and washing facilities for the 
dogs in our care, which is much needed, 
and also a laundry room with additional 
bedding storage which we are currently 
lacking.

The build is estimated to cost 
approximately £500,000 and if  you could 
help towards it in any way, here are 
the approximate costs for options for 
sponsorship:
Demolition £40,000
Sub-structure £40,000

Drainage £30,000
Slab £20,000
Roof £30,000
External walls £25,000
Glazing to whole build £20,000
Each kennel £20,000
Grooming room £20,000
Laundry room £20,000
Bedding store £15,000

FERRET BUILD - ESTIMATED £80K
The GSPCA helps dozens of  ferrets every 
year, from strays to unwanted animals, 
and some that aren’t cared for properly.
The GSPCA has never had a purpose-
built ferret building and to look to the 
future this is something that is very 
much needed to help the many ferrets 
needing care in Guernsey.
The whole project is estimated to cost 
£85,000 and to sponsor part of  the build 
these are the estimated costs –
Build £60,000
Base £15,000
Drainage £5,000
Electrics and other costs £5,000
Each pen would cost approximately £13,000 
each.
Steve Byrne GSPCA Manager said
‘We do have three reasonable-sized pens 
for ferrets, but we really need much more 
room and capacity for them and we are 
hoping to build a purpose-built facility 
for them,’ said GSPCA manager Steve 
Byrne. 
‘We have seen some amazing facilities for 
ferrets in other shelters and have found 
a fantastic company which can provide 
outstanding facilities. The cost of  seven 
pens is £85,000.

n TO DONATE:
You can donate by calling 257261, post 
cheques, made payable to GSPCA, to 
GSPCA, Rue des Truchots, St Andrews, 
GY6 8UD, or pop into the Shelter or our 
charity shop in Smith Street.

To read more about 
how you can help 
please Scan the QR 
code
Help us to ensure the 
animals of  Guernsey 
have the bright and 
secure future they 
so much need and 
deserve.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

• SWIMMING POOL INSTALLATIONS      •     POOL REFURBISHMENT    •    POOL MAINTENANCE     •     POOL & SPA CHEMICALS 
• PATIOS & LANDSCAPING    •   BUILDING WORKS    •   VILLEROY & BOCH SPAS    •   POOL ENCLOSURES    •   ZODIAC AGENTS 

 
Pool Spa & Leisure Shop – Portinfer Coast Road – open all year round 

Shop Opening Hours:  Monday - Tuesday - Friday - Saturday:  09:30 12.30pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Portinfer Coast Road, Vale, GY6 8LG 
T:    01481 255026 
E:    gillinghampools@gmail.com 
W:  www.gillinghampools.com 
 
 

 

PROUD TO SUPPORT THE GOOD 
WORK OF THE G.S.P.C.A. 

 

The big build 
update
The GSPCA is currently in the 
process of its biggest build in our 
history, as we try to ensure the 
future for the GSPCA and the vital 
role it plays in the community.
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01481 264206
Rue des Longscamps, St Saviours, GY7 9YN

Perrys Guide Map – Page 22 C5
Members of pet Industry Federation / UK Kennel & Cattery Association

Where Pets go on Holiday!

WEWELCOME DOGS, CATSAND SMALLANIMALS
Facilities Built In 2011
Webcam & TV facilities
Outdoor Exercise Area
On-site Grooming Salon
5-Star Luxury HeatedAccommodation
Doggie Day Care
Individual Diet Plans

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday – 10am to 4pm
Saturday – 10am to 1pm
Sunday – Closed to the public
All Bank Holidays – Closed to the public

ONLINE BOOKING
www.fourpawspethotel.co.uk

y

WE WELCOME DOGS, CATS AND SMALL ANIMALS
 Facilities Built In 2011
 Outdoor Exercise Area
 On-site Grooming Salon
 5-Star Luxury Heated Accommodation
 Doggie Day Care
 Individual Diet Plans

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday 10am to  
11.30am & reopen 2.30pm to 4pm
Saturday – 10am to 1pm
Sunday – Closed to the public
All Bank Holidays – Closed to the public
ONLINE BOOKING
www.fourpawspethotel.co.uk

SEARCH Dogs Guernsey is a new not-
for-profit initiative launched by two 
dog trainers Anna Jane Brehaut and 

Sam Smillie. 

The team of  10 dogs and their handlers 
are able to track and trail lost dogs 
following an intense year of  training. 

Completing three course levels with UK 
instructor Claire Brown, of  North K9, all 
the dogs and their handlers have recently 
passed their assessments to work in the 
field. 

‘This is a massive achievement for all of  
our volunteer handlers and their dogs,’ 
said Anna Jane.

‘They have all worked extremely hard 
and they have invested a lot of  time and 
effort to get where they are now. We are 
so very proud of  them all.’ 

The team of  dogs include labradors 
Henry and Louis, spaniels Star, Lumi 
and Ramsey, spaniel cross Bella, German 
Shepherd Lycan, cockapoo Archie, 
Zuchon Lola and Australian labradoodle 
Max. 

It will work closely with the GSPCA 
during lost dog searches.

Sam, a graduate of  the Missing 
Animal Response Field Course which 
specialises in lost pet recovery training, 
said the dogs have been taught scent 

discrimination so they can efficiently 
follow the scent of  an individual 
dog. This ability to pursue a scent is 
invaluable in the search of  a lost pet, she 
added.

‘The dogs will provide information in 
a search by establishing a direction of  
travel, they can confirm sightings, point 
out areas of  interest and in rare cases, 
they can make a walk-up find.’ 

Sam, who also holds a Search Dog 
Handler Diploma, added: ‘We would like 
to give a huge thanks to Claire from 
North K9 for coming to Guernsey to host 
her courses. Her tuition and support has 
been invaluable and we could not have 
done it without her.’

Claire enjoyed her trips to Guernsey. 
‘I have really enjoyed creating this team 
and training a set of  such dedicated 
handlers and dogs,’ she said. 

‘They have worked extremely hard and 
I look forward to seeing their success in 
the future.’

Around 200 dogs go missing in Guernsey 
each year. While most are quickly 
reunited, there are a few searches each 
year which are more challenging.

As City and Guilds Assured Scent 
Detection Dog Handlers and World 
Scent Dog Association Instructors, Anna 
Jane and Sam recognised the need for a 

search dog team in the island around five 
years ago. The pair have been teaching 
scent detection for sport through local 
dog training school Canine Behaviour 
Guernsey for the last three years.

They have been asked to help in the 
search of  missing pets previously, 
however no local dogs had been trained 
to specifically track and trail in this way 
up until now. 

‘Tracking and trailing is a different ball 
game to detection,’ Anna Jane explained. 
‘There are of  course many similarities 
but the dogs have to be specifically 
trained. It has been hard to not be able 
to help previously, we have really wanted 
to, but to do it before the dogs were 
properly trained would not have been 
fair. 

‘We also wanted to make sure that 
we had as much knowledge and 
qualifications behind us in order to 
lead the team.’ As the dogs are trained 

using scent discrimination, they could 
help in the search of  other missing pets 
depending on circumstances, the pair 
said.

‘The plan is to continue training and 
developing our skill set. We are here 
to help wherever we can,’ added Anna 
Jane.

Should anyone lose their dog, the GSPCA 
should still be their first point of  call. 

‘Searches need to be coordinated 
efficiently and its important that 
everyone works together,’ Sam added. 

‘We have put together some informative 
hand-outs, which include what to do 
if  your pet goes missing and what 
the public can do to help. It is vitally 
important that people understand lost 
pet behaviour so that searches are not 
hindered. At the end of  the day all we 
want to do is reunite a lost dog with 
their owner as quickly as we can.’ 

GSPCA manager Steve Byrne said the 
GSPCA was delighted to have met with 
Search Dogs Guernsey about how they 
can work together.

n For more information on Search Dogs 
Guernsey, people can visit their Facebook 
page, email searchdogsguernsey@gmail.
com or call 07781 140602. 

‘This is a massive achievement 
for all of our volunteer handlers 
and their dogs.
They have all worked extremely 
hard and they have invested a lot 
of time and effort to get where 
they are now. We are so very 
proud of them all’.

New Search 
Dog Team in 
Guernsey
Guernsey now has its first team of 
civil search dogs, who specialise 
in helping to find lost pets
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GSPCA night wardens respond to calls 
from the general public, veterinary 
surgeries and the police and come 

to the aid of  any animals in need of  
urgent assistance. Being a warden is a 
challenging job and our volunteers receive 
thorough training and support to enable 
them to deal with any situation that they 
may come across. The role requires a calm, 
confident and compassionate approach to 
ensure that the best help is given to the 
animal at the scene while supporting a 
member of  the public in what could be a 
distressing situation.

It is extremely important that our wardens 
are allowed to do their job and come 
to the aid of  those in desperate need. 
Unfortunately, we do receive many non 
essential calls which block our emergency 
line, preventing the real emergencies 
getting through; potentially putting an 
animal’s life at risk.  It is vitally important 
that this phone line is not used for general 
enquiries and so we would ask that people 
DO NOT call this out of  hours number 
unless it really is urgent. Instead, we 
would ask people to call the shelter 
between 9am and 5pm on 257261.

EVERY animal that 
passes through the 
GSPCA is given a 

full health check by our 
vet before it is available 
for rehoming. During 
this general health 
check the veterinary 
surgeon will check 
the animal thoroughly 
including its heart, eyes, 
ears, mouth, abdomen, 
skin and coat as well 
as other areas. Our 
staff  will also obtain 
the animal’s previous 
veterinary history, 
which will enable us to 
identify any problems 
the animal may have 
suffered from in the 
past and any treatment 
it may have received. 

It is essential that we 
try to gain as much 
information about them 
as we can so that we can 
give potential adopters 
as many details as 
possible about the 
animal so that they can 
then make an informed 
decision before making 
a lifelong commitment 
to a new pet.
As well as a full 

veterinary health check 
each animal receives 
the following:
• Vaccinations
• Flea treatment
• Worming treatment
•  Spaying and neutering 
• Dental check-up
• Microchipping
The adoption fee also 

goes towards paying 
for their everyday care 
and attention, their 
feeding, and many other 
aspects of  their stay 
such as behavioural 
assessments and 
training (where 
necessary) as well as 
home checks and any 
follow-up care.
With all animals we 

look to do a home visit 
unless the animal’s 
enclosure for small 
species can be brought 
up to the shelter. 
Also if  you live in 
rented accommodation 
or States housing you 
need to ensure you have 
written permission. 

Minimum adoption charges 
are as follows: 

Mice/Rats/Hamsters 
£8.50
Chickens £8.50
Birds (varied) from £10.50
Guinea Pigs £30.90

Ferrets £41.50
Rabbits £44.00
Cats/Kittens £109.00
Dogs £268.00
Reptiles from £31.00
(Correct as of 1st January 
2023, additional costs may 
apply to certain species).

Other species vary, please 
ask for details. 
To provide the welfare and 
care for animals on site the 
adoption charges only cover 
part of the costs, please 
ask how you can support 
our work. 

PROUDLY SPONSOR 
THE GSPCA

Call Jonathan 07781 121416 or
Jacob - 07839 177070
Email: ossltd@cwgsy.net

It takes a revolution
to create a solution!

• 

• 

• 

,,
.,., 

•PROUDLY SUPPORT THE GSPCA

For all your  
scaffolding needs contact:

07781 188231
formulascaffolding@cwgsy.net

WARDEN:
An amazing 
opportunity 
to help 
animals
The GSPCA operates a 24-hour 
emergency service manned by 
a team of dedicated volunteers. 
These amazing people are on 
call out of hours to ensure that 
any animal in need of our care 
can be helped 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year.

OUR ADOPTION FEES
If you were wondering why you have to pay to adopt an 
animal from the GSPCA, this information may help

CALLS THAT WE WOULD CONSIDER TO 
BE EMERGENCIES NEEDING IMMEDIATE 
ASSISTANCE WOULD INCLUDE:
•  A road traffic accident involving an animal
• A stray dog or loose horse / livestock
• Injured wildlife

CALLS THAT WE WOULD DEEM NON-
ESSENTIAL WOULD INCLUDE:
• Inquiries about boarding
• Needing to rehome an animal
•  General veterinary inquires – please 
contact your veterinary surgeon

We are always looking to increase our 
numbers as the night wardens play a vital 
role in the shelter’s work and without 
them the out of hours service would not 
be available. If you would like to join this 
amazing team then please contact 
steve@gspca.org.gg.
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FUEL THE WHITEWAY!FUEL THE WHITEWAY!
So why not take advantage & fill up!So why not take advantage & fill up!

From your local friendly garage

Plus your chance to win in a FREE monthly raffle.Plus your chance to win in a FREE monthly raffle. WWW.WHITEWAYMOTORS.COM
LES GRANDE MARAIS, VALE, GY3 5DT

01481 243865 | 07911 722442
www.whitewaymotors.com

DOG CONTROL 
IN PUBLIC 
PLACES
Essential information 
for all dog owners

TAKE THE LEAD
It’s estimated that there are 
over 10,000 dogs living on 
Guernsey and the majority 
of  island dog owners are 
caring, responsible people.  
They obey the seasonally-
restricted areas, do not 
allow their dog to run 
and jump at other people, 
respect wildlife and remove 
and dispose of  their dog’s 
mess, to ensure that our 
parks, pavements, beautiful 
coastlines and cliff  walks 
remain clean and safe for 
everyone to enjoy.
From time to time, it is 
necessary to remind some 
owners of  their legal 
obligations when walking 
their pets in public.
Here we explain the do’s 
and don’ts of  dog control in 
the islands. Dog ownership 
should be fun and 
enjoyable – familiarising 
yourself  with your legal 
responsibilities could save 
you a fixed penalty notice 
or a hefty fine.

THE LAW
The Control of  Dogs 
Ordinance (1992) affects all 
public places island-wide 
and at all times.  Failure to 
comply with the provisions 
of  the law may lead to 
prosecution and a fine.
Dogs must be kept under 
control at all times in 
public. This means that 
they should have reliable 
recall and should not be 
allowed to run up to and/or 
jump up at other members 
of  the public. Remember 
that whilst many people do 
enjoy the company of  dogs, 
there are also many people, 
adults and children, who 

are uncomfortable or 
scared around dogs.
Under the law, dogs are 
prohibited at all times 
from children’s play areas, 
La Vallette bathing pools 
and from specified public 
sports playing fields unless 
the dog is on a lead and 
under close supervision 
at all times (i.e. not on 
an extendable lead). [as 
per The Control of  Dogs 
Ordinance 1.c]. For the 
avoidance of  doubt a 
playing field is an outdoor 
area that is marked out 
with white lines for team 
games. Similarly, dogs 
must be kept on a lead 
on the main streets of  St 
Peter Port and St Sampson. 
Additionally, there is a ban 
on dogs going on to seven of  
the island’s beaches during 
the summer months 1 May 
to 30 September inclusive:  
Fermain, Petit Bot, L’Eree, 
Vazon, Cobo, Port Soif, 
L’Ancresse/Pembroke

Dogs are also excluded 
from Shell Beach, Belvoir 
Bay, Fisherman’s Beach 
and the stretch of  beach in 
front of  the White House 
Hotel to the Herm Harbour 
Jetty.

All these beaches are 
clearly signed at key access 
points to advise people 
when dogs are banned from 
these areas.

GUIDE DOGS AND 
REGISTERED 
ASSISTANCE DOGS
Owners of  guide dogs 
are exempt from the 
provisions of  the Control 
of  Dogs Ordinance, 1992.  
Please note that special 

arrangements can be 
made for dogs registered 
under the UK Registered 
Assistance Dogs scheme 
to go into restricted areas. 
Please contact Agriculture, 
Countryside and Land 
Management Services 
(aclms@gov.gg) for further 
details.

DOG LITTER
Bagged dog waste can 
be placed in any public 
general litter bin around 
the island. Please make 
sure that dog waste is 
securely wrapped to avoid 
the risk of  transmission of  
disease.

HEALTH RISKS TO PEOPLE 
AND ANIMALS
In addition to being 
unsightly and unpleasant, 
dog waste can be harmful 
to people and animals. Dog 
waste can carry parasites 
such as, roundworm, 
tapeworm and other 
harmful bacteria.
Toxocara is a parasitic 
roundworm of  both dogs 
and cats but it can cause 
disease in humans.  Humans 
can contract toxocariasis by 
inadvertently swallowing 
mature toxocara eggs. 
One potential outcome of  
toxocariasis in humans 
is visual impairment or 
even blindness. Whilst 
the risks associated with 
toxocariasis are small 
those who do not clear up 
after their ‘best friend’ 
will only increase the risk 
to public health, as well as 
break the law.
Keeping public land clean 
is important but so is 
making sure that you pick 
up after your dog if  you’re 
walking it where animals 
are grazed or where hay or 
silage is made.  
Guernsey’s farm animals 
are also at risk of  disease 
from dog waste.  The 
parasite Neospora caninum 
causes Neosporosis and is 
responsible for the highest 
percentage of  all cattle 
abortions reported in 
the UK.  Several local 
farmers have suffered 
the loss of  aborted calves 
due to Neosporosis, at an 
alarmingly higher rate 
than in the UK.

FARM ANIMALS AND 
HORSES
Always keep dogs on 
a lead and under close 
control unless you are 
sure there are no grazing 
animals or domestic birds 
on land nearby. Always 
take a cautious approach 
and carefully check what 
is around you before 
letting your dog off  the 
lead. Farmers will often 
place signs on paths that 
approach their livestock 
forewarning dog owners to 
gain full control of  their 
dog before it can see the 
livestock. For this reason 
owners must not allow their 
dogs to get too far ahead 
of  them when walking. 
Dogs may be particularly 
excited by the sight or 

smell of  grazing animals 
and it’s important that you 
take care not to allow a 
dog of  any age into a field 
where it may chase farm 
animals or horses. Sheep 
are particularly vulnerable 
to injury, abortion or death 
if  they’re chased by dogs. 
The Dogs (Liability for 
Injury and Protection of  
Livestock) Ordinance, 1982 
provides some protection 
for a livestock keeper in the 
course of  protecting their 
livestock from a dog.
Some breeds of  dog have 
a strong instinct to chase 
prey or even herd animals. 
It is your responsibility 
to ensure that a dog in 
your care does not cause 
harm to domestic or farm 
animals.  If  in any doubt 
of  your dog’s recall please 
walk your dog away from 
areas with grazing animals 
or birds, whether domestic 
or wild.

STRAY DOGS
Owners who let their dogs 
out to roam unsupervised 

are not only causing a 
potential risk to members 
of  the public but are also 
endangering the safety of  
their pet on busy streets. 
Straying dogs may also 
chase and attack farm 
animals, or pet birds such 
as chickens or ducks. This 
is very upsetting for the 
owners of  animals that are 
injured so please ensure 
your dog is secure in 
your property and that no 
unexpected callers are able 
to let your dog out if  you are 
not home. Stray animals 
may be seized and detained 
by Authorised Persons 
under The Animal Welfare 
(Guernsey) Ordinance, 
2012.  Before the animal is 
released the owner must 
pay all expenses reasonably 
incurred in detaining and 
caring for the animal.
Anyone spotting a straying 
dog should contact the 
local animal welfare 
organisations; the GSPCA 
or Guernsey Animal Aid.

ENFORCEMENT

Unfortunately, despite the 
efforts of  Agriculture, 
Countryside and Land 
Management Services 
(ACLMS) and other public 
authorities to prevent dog 
fouling of  public places, 
a small minority of  dog-
owners are choosing to 
flout the law. Some owners 
have bagged their dog 
mess in a plastic bag but 
are leaving the refuse on 
the side of  the path or 
in vegetation rather than 
using the public litter bins.  
This is still a littering 
offence.
ACLMS officers will take 
a ‘zero-tolerance’ approach 
and during routine 
inspections of  parks, 
beaches and cliffs etc. they 
will check that dog owners 
are cleaning up after their 
pets.  Many officers have 
been sworn in as Special 
Constables and have full 
police powers in respect of  
the Control of  Dogs law in 
these public areas.
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INTRODUCING THE NEW SAMSUNG RANGE
Two new series of Samsung OLED TVs deliver up to 30% brighter, more 
vibrant colours and contrast boosted by Neural Quantum processor 
technology for an experience only Samsung OLED can off er

T: 722178, E: sales@soundtrackci.com  |  www.soundtrackci.com  |  Open Monday to Saturday 9:00 to 5:00

Laptops - Printers - TV - Wall brackets - Cameras - Radios - Portable audio - 
Surround sound - Audio leads - Tablets - DVD and Blu-ray - Soundbars - Hi-Fi

Home cinema - Monitors - Telephones - Cables - Adaptors - Polaroid cameras- 
Mobile phones - Accesories - Tech support - Binoculars - and much, much more

HEATING & 
PLUMBING 
SPECIALISTS 

■ Renewable Energy Installations
(Solar Panels, Air Source Pumps, Ground Source Pumps)

■ Boiler Replacements & System Upgrades
■ Bathroom Replacements
■ Underfloor Heating Specialists

t: Jed 07781 133 433 
e: info@allaspects.gg 

ec Ki n 
� Accredited lnsta 

Proudly Support
The GSPCA

Access Ltd, The Post House,
La Moye, Vale, GY3 5BZ

Tel: 07781 146493

Losing of a best friend
When a pet dies, or you have had to make the decision 
to put your pet to sleep, it may be the first time a child 
experiences the death or loss of something or someone 
close to them

CHILDREN build strong bonds with 
their pets as they are often ‘the only 
one who understood’ they ‘never got 

mad’, ‘never judged’ and were the only 
friend they ‘could really rely on’. 

Pets are an important member of  the 
family, and the death or loss of  a pet may 
be particularly painful if  it was a child’s 
first pet, or there have been other losses in 
the child’s life, for example, the death of  a 
grandparent, loss of  friends by changing 
schools, or the break-up of  parents or 
other family members. 

WHEN SUPPORTING A CHILD THAT 
HAS LOST A PET IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO:
• �Make sure the child doesn’t hear about 

the pet’s death from someone they don’t 
know. 

• �Always be honest about the circumstances 
– don’t pretend that the pet has ‘gone 
missing’ if  in fact, it has died. 

• �Include the child when discussing 
options or making decisions about the 
pet. 

• �Don’t underestimate their feelings. 
Encourage the child to talk about their 
pet and express their emotions. Writing 
a story or poem or drawing a picture of  
their pet can be helpful. 

• �Try to understand the importance of  the 
animal and what the child has lost; don’t 
trivialise or minimise their grief. 

• �Use language that the child will 
understand – straightforward words 
such as ‘dead’ or ‘died’ are more 
appropriate than ‘put to sleep’, which 
may cause some confusion and anxiety 
for younger children. 

• �Be prepared to talk about how the 
animal died, but don’t include distressing 
details. 

• �Inform their teacher if  the child is very 
upset, but do so discreetly. 

• �Don’t be afraid to share your own 
feelings of  sadness. 

• �If  children are having other difficulties 
in their lives, a pet’s death may be the 
last straw and particular care must 
be taken to understand their problem; 
professional help may be needed.

SAYING GOODBYE
Planning ways to say goodbye and to 
remember a pet can be helpful and 
comforting for children and young people 
and will help the whole family come 
together in their grief. Allowing children 
to express their grief  is the most effective 
way of  starting the healing process.

WHAT TO DO WITH THEIR BELONGINGS
Your family may not know what you 
should do with your pet’s belongings 
such as their leads, bed and bowls. Don’t 
be in a rush to remove them from your 
home, your child might like to keep their 
favourite toy or collar as a reminder of  
their best friend. When you are ready, pet 
items can be donated to charity so that 
another animal may benefit from them, 
but medicines should be given to a vet to 
be disposed of  appropriately. 

BURIAL
Children can play a huge role in the burial 
of  the pet by:
• Children can choose the spot, do some 
of  the digging or put flowers on the body.
• They may want some kind of  ceremony 
and to invite friends and family.
• They could make a gravestone and 
then paint the pet’s name on it or write 
a message.
• They can select bulbs, plants or even 
trees for planting around the grave.

CREMATION
If  you decide a cremation feels more 
appropriate for your family, children can: 
• Keep the ashes in a special casket or bury 
them in a special place under a chosen 
plant or with a decorated headstone.
• Help you to scatter the ashes on favourite 
walks and special places in the garden.

MEMORIALS
Children can be encouraged to remember 
their animals and celebrate their lives by:
• Writing poems or letters to the animal
• Painting pictures and making models
• Making a scrapbook with photographs 
or a memory box

GETTING ANOTHER PET
Deciding when the time is right to take 
a new animal into your home is very 
important and every family is different. 
Getting another pet immediately won’t 
take away the child’s pain but you can 

talk it through with them. If  they are 
not ready, then don’t rush into anything. 
When you do get a new pet, it is important 
to make sure that the new family member 
is not seen as a ‘replacement’.

PET BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
SERVICES
Sometimes it helps to share feelings 
with someone who knows from personal 
experience how distressing the loss of  a 
pet can be for a child or young person, and 
who will listen with understanding and 
compassion. There are many registered 
charities that have trained volunteers 
available to provide a listening ear for 
children, as well as information for 
parents, teachers and guardians about the 
effect the loss of  a pet is having on a child 
or young person. 

While there are currently no pet 
bereavement services in Guernsey, there 
are many available throughout the UK, 
such as:

n The Pet Bereavement Support Service 
run by the Blue Cross and the Society for 
Companion Animal Studies offers support 
through its confidential telephone and 
email service. The support line is open 
everyday from 8.30am-8.30pm. To make 
contact call 0800 096 6606 or email 
pbssmail@bluecross.org.uk

n The Animal Samaritans, a registered 
UK charity providing help and support 
can be contacted by telephone on 020 8303 
1859 or email: info@animalsamaritons.
org.uk

Suggested reading on pet bereavement 
for children and adults includes:
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The 
Vetcare 
Centres 

Les Eturs Veterinary Centre, 
Rue des Eturs, Castel, GY5 7DT 

Tel: 257708/252943 Fax: 251150 

Northside Veterinary Centre, 
Northside, Vale, GY3 5TS 
Tel: 248464 Fax: 243883

 Jean-Paul Segers, DVM, MRCVS 

John A. Knight, BVet.Med., MRCVS  

www.vetcare.gg

PET ownership can bring many 
benefits for the physical and 
mental health of  their owners, 

and they also provide a catalyst for 
building relationships. However, 
pet ownership is not a ‘human 
right’ and it comes with many 
responsibilities. If  you fail to meet 
your duty of  care for your pet, your 
pet could suffer, and you will be in 
peril of  breaking the law. Section 8 
of  the Animal Welfare (Guernsey) 
Ordinance, 2012, outlines these 
legal requirements.

This legislation protects animals 
from acts of  violence and neglect, 
and places a duty on owners to 

care for any animal that they keep 
on the basis of  the five freedoms:

1. Freedom from hunger and thirst, 
through ready access to fresh 
water and a diet to maintain full 
health and vigour.

2. Freedom from discomfort, 
by providing an appropriate 
environment including shelter and 
a comfortable resting area.

3. Freedom from pain, injury or 
disease, by prevention or rapid 
diagnosis and treatment.

4. Freedom to express normal 
behaviour, by providing sufficient 

RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP
Important points to consider before getting a pet

URGENT MESSAGE FROM YOUR PETS
The GSPCA, Animal Aid and veterinary 
practices regularly start social media 
posts with:

We’ve had a stray dog brought in but it’s 
not chipped.

A cat has been hit by a car and is at the 
vets. It’s chipped, but the details aren’t 
up to date.

Is this your stray cat? The microchip has 
not been registered.

In England it is compulsory for us dogs 
to be microchipped and as of  June 2024 
it will also be compulsory to microchip 
us cats.

But Guernsey is lagging behind this 
legislation, which is frustrating and 
disappointing. 

When we go missing or get sick, we 
want our owners to be found as soon as 
possible so they can look after us. We 
can’t get ourselves chipped, but you can.

Please owners, don’t wait for the law to 
tell you to chip us – do it because you 
love us. 

It only costs £4.99 at the GSPCA. 

It doesn’t hurt, is quick and is safe.

Any animal can be chipped, not just cats 
and dogs.

We don’t like being lost, please help us.

space, proper facilities and company of  the 
animal’s own kind.

5. Freedom from fear and distress, by 
ensuring conditions and treatment which 
avoid mental suffering.

Therefore, it is very important that before 
getting a pet you ask yourself  a number of  
questions:

•  Do you have the knowledge required 
to be able to care for your pet? This is 
particularly important for exotic pets.

•  Are you able to put that knowledge into 
practice? This means:

•  Are you physically able to care for your 
pet? If  you are not physically able is 
someone else able to assist with the care 
of  your pet?

•  Have you got the time to meet your 
pet’s welfare needs? This is particularly 
important for dogs which bond closely 
with their owners.

•  Can you afford to meet your pet’s welfare 
needs? Pet ownership can be very 
expensive, for instance the cost of  owning 
a cat over its lifetime is in the region of  
£12,000.

•  Do you have empathy with animals? 
There is a large variation in the depth of  
empathy for animals that we as human 
beings have. People with empathy for 
animals make better pet owners. In 
extreme cases people can suffer from 
empathy deficit disorder, and without 
support they may not make the best 
owners.  

n If  you are considering getting a pet, 
please consider the questions that you may 
be asked by someone who is tasked with 
assessing your suitability as a pet owner.  
The assessor may be the breeder of  the 
animal, an animal rescue organisation or 
a landlord.  There are guidance notes on 
how to care for individual species on the 
States of  Guernsey website www.gov.gg/
animalownership

Love from Guernsey’s pets
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More than 130 years of
enriching communities
Northern Trust is proud to support the GSPCA. For more than 
130 years, we’ve been meeting our clients’ financial needs while 
nurturing a culture of caring and a commitment to invest in the 
communities we serve. It ’s all part of being a good neighbour.

For more information:

email infogsy@ntrs.com
or visit northerntrust.com

Northern Trust (Guernsey) Limited (2651), Northern Trust Fiduciary Services (Guernsey) Limited 
(29806) and Northern Trust International Fund Administration Services (Guernsey) Limited 
(15532) are licensed by the Guernsey Financial Services Commission. Registered Office: 
Trafalgar Court, Les Banques, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 3DA.
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20 GSPCA GUERNSEY PRESS Thursday 28 September 2023

GSPCA Angel pen pal and Angel pen pal corporate sponsorship
Each year at the GSPCA we rescue, rehome, rehabilitate wildlife, investigate cruelty calls and reunite over 3000 animals. 
It costs over £600,000 a year to run the GSPCA & we are desperately fund raising to rebuild much of the Animal Shelter. 

By becoming an Angel Pen Pal or an Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor you can help us provide the care & rescue work 
24 hours a day 7 days a week & help us provide a much needed service for the local community.  

As well as their daily care we need to neuter, deflea, worm, feed, microchip, medicate, vaccinate, treat & see to other needs of the many 
animals in our care. Every day animals arrive & are rescued by the GSPCA sick or badly injured & we really need your support.  

Bank’s order (for donations)

Name(s) of account holders

Account number

Branch sort code

Name of your Bank

Address of your Bank

 Post Code
  
Will you please pay HSBC Bank plc, High Street, St Peter Port, 
Guernsey (40-22-25) the sum of £ to be credited 
to the account of the Guernsey Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (A/C No: 01755021) on the day    /        / 
and a like amount annually therea�er on the same date of each 
succeeding year until countermanded.

Signature Date        /         /

1. Choose your Payment method
Cheque (payable to the GSPCA) or Direct debit (�ll the form below)

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debit. 
Originator’s identi�cation number 01755021

Name(s) of account holders

Account number

Branch sort code

Name of your Bank or Building Society

Address of your Bank or Building Society

 Post Code

Reference no. (for GSPCA only)

Please pay the GSPCA Direct Debits from the account detailed on 
this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct 
Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with the GSPCA and, if so, details will be passed electronically to 
my Bank/Building Society.

2. Fill in your details

Name Age

Address

Post Code Tel. No.

Signature Date      /       / 

Please complete the forms below, payment and return to – GSPCA Animal Shelter, 
Rue des Truchots, St Andrews, Guernsey, GY6 8UD
  
We would like to become a: (please tick) 
Bronze Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £100 per year) ❑ 
Silver Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £500 per year) ❑ 
Gold Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £1,000 per year) ❑ 
Platinum Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £10,000) ❑ 
Diamond Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £50,000 per year) ❑ 
Titanium Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £100,000 per year) ❑ 
Each of the sponsorship levels receives increased bene�ts. For more details please 
phone 01481 257261 or email stevejbyrne@gspca.org.gg
If speci�cally for a species please circle: Dogs - Cats - Seals - Rabbits - Wildlife - 
Ferrets - Birds - Hedhehogs - Wild birds - All species

We would like to 
become a GSPCA 
ANGEL Pen Pal  
Corporate Sponsor

Your company or personal contact details (please use capitals)

Contact Name 

Company name (if applicable)

Address

  Post Code 

Tel. No.                                               Email

You can also donate with Paypal via our 
website www.gspca.org.gg

For companies: If you could indicate the wording you would like on your plaque 
and please email us a company logo. For individuals: If you are sponsoring as a gi� 
or in memory of a pet please write the name and a short message below.

Company name/Name (as applicable)

Message

I would like to become a 
GSPCA ANGEL Pen Pal 

Please complete the form below, payment and return to – GSPCA Animal Shelter, 
Rue des Truchots, St Andrews, Guernsey, GY6 8UD
  
We would like to sponsor a (please tick): Kennel ❑  A cat ❑  A rabbit pen ❑  
A ferret pen ❑  A hedgehog unit ❑   �e wildlife unit ❑ 

�is is for (please tick): For me ❑  As a Christmas gi� ❑  In memory of ❑

If you are making a gi� of your sponsorship please �ll in the name and address of 
the recipient below

Name  Address 

 Post code 

Occasion and date


