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WELCOME

GOOD day, I hope you are well and thank
you for taking your time to read this won-
derful annual edition of the GSPCA supple-
ment, kindly brought to you thanks to the
Guernsey Press and the many supporters
featured.

The last year has seen some incredible
developments at the GSPCA, not least the
start of our biggest build in our 152 years
which will include a new wildlife hospital,
kennels and ferret unit. We are also looking
at areas like our pump station, utilities,
stores and green energy and are search-
ing for sponsors to enable the charity to
purchase solar panels and air source heat
pumps.

We have the #GSPCABiggestBuildAp-
peal supporting this much-needed rebuild,
which should have started five years ago
but sadly the world turned into a very dif-
ferent place back then. We are now hugely
excited to be well into the build having
demolished nearly a dozen old buildings,
and hope to be getting ready to move in
this time next year and need your support
to help ensure this build becomes a reality.

We have held so many events including
another incredible Animal Welfare Seafront
Sunday which saw St Peter Port awash with
stalls, dogs and a packed harbour with over
10,000 visitors helping us celebrate animals
in Guernsey.

Once again we teamed up with Autism
Guernsey and this year that was for the
Dolphin Discovery Trail which raised over
£80,000 for both charities thanks to all in-
volved with a special mention to the teams
at Artex and the Peninsula Hotel and, of
course the 62 artists, sponsors and loca-
tions.

Every day around the clock we continue
to rescue and help animals in the commu-
nity and you will see many of the stories
throughout this supplement.

We couldn’t carry out all of this rescue
and care work without our incredible team
of staff and volunteers and of course you,
our supporters.

A staff member we need to highlight
is our Yvonne Chauvel who celebrates 30
years working for the GSPCA this year and
the wealth of knowledge and the care she
gives is truly inspiring.

We have over 800 volunteers who help and
support us, from our committee who head
and guide the GSPCA, to the corporate vol-
unteers that help in so many ways. Those

GSPCA
Les Fiers Moutons, St Andrew'’s,
Guernsey, GY6 8UD

T: 01481 257261 (9am to 5pm)

EMERGENCIES TEL: 07781 104082

OPENING TIMES:
Mon-Sat 11am-5pm.
Sun and bank holidays 11am - 4pm.

that help cover our animal ambulance are
incredible in working and volunteering day
and night, never knowing what to expect —
from a snake found in a suitcase to a herd
of cows in a front garden, every call is
unique.

The ‘wardens’, as we call them, do an in-
credible job and if ever you see them, please
do thank them for all they do.

Our welfare team continue to see a range
of cruelty and animals needs not being met
and although we do not feature many of
these, instead we do share the important
messages of caring for your pets through-
out the year. Sadly many of these stories
can’t be featured for a range of reasons but
when we can, we do. We would rather an
island where we are without animals being
neglected and thankfully cruelty is rare — it
is normally just necessary to give owners a
little bit of advice.

We have seen new animal laws come into
force and we continue to work with the
States about animal welfare, from consult-
ing over the issue of fireworks to providing
feedback on the incredible survey last year
where we saw more than 2,300 islanders give
their views on proposed animal licences.

We have held many training sessions for
the public, such as our pet first aid courses,
and have also hosted regular training ses-
sions for Channel Island vet nurses from
the College of Animal Welfare and dog
training classes and lectures.

We continue to see high numbers of rab-
bits in need of homes and currently we
have many ferrets and cats in need of their
forever homes. We have seen huge success
in our home-to-home service that sees an-
imals needing homes being rehomed much
quicker and not needing to come into the
GSPCA.

We have had so much going on over the
last 12 months and as I write this and re-
flect, the thing that stands out in my mind
is the GSPCA’s ‘caring’ values - we are
active, we are respectful, we are inclusive,
we are nurturing. Our team care deeply
about all those that support us and thanks
to this we achieve so much. The Big Build
is testament to this as are the thousands
of animals we help every year. From all the
team and animals at the GSPCA, we thank
you for all your support.

Steve Byrne, GSPCA Manager/CEO

EMAILS:
admin@gspca.org.gg,
steve@gspca.org.gg
WWW.ESpCa.org.gg
TWITTER: @GSPCA
FACEBOOK: GSPCA
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The new series of Samsung OLED TVs delivering
the ultimate 4K image.

We also have the Samsung Frame TV with its Matt display.

Not forgetting the range of Samsung Soundbars to
give you the ultimate in Home cinema sound.

Soundtrack
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T: 722178, E: soundtrackguernsey@cwgsy.net,
W: soundtrackci.com
Open Monday to Saturday 9:00 to 5:00

TV ¢ Camera

Printers

24-Hour Emergency Service
Consultations by Appointments

Les Eturs Veterinary Centre

Rue Des Eturs, Castel, GY57DT
Tel: 257708

Northside Veterinary Centre

Northside, Vale, GY3 5TS
Tel: 248464

Helping Support Guernsey’s Animals Since 1981

vetcarecentres.com
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IN AUGUST the GSPCA took the
first step towards a new and im-
proved shelter for animals in the
island and beyond, with the big-
gest build in the shelter’s history.

Nine years since the idea was
considered, four buildings and
10 sections on site were knocked
down - a step that has taken four
years to achieve.

The buildings that no longer
stand dated back to 1949 and have
housed thousands of animals over
the decades.

‘It’s got to the point where main-
taining these buildings was hugely
expensive and they weren't ideal
for the current methods of looking
after animals, said GSPCA man-
ager Steve Byrne.

Including the demolition and
building of the new areas, the
process is expected to take a year
and a half with a team of builders
from local firm Breton on site five
days a week.

‘We’re looking at with all the
fees involved, demolition and
build, a cost of approximately
£3.7m.,” said Mr Byrne and so far,
the GSPCA has raised £1.5m. to-
wards this.

‘We wouldn’'t have lasted 152
years without the wonderful com-
munity we’ve got here in Guern-
sey, he said.

Back in 2020, the GSPCA reached
tender stage on the project, but
the build was delayed three years
by the Covid-19 pandemic, which
resulted in a rethink of design and
structure.

The GSPCA helps more than
3,000 wild and domestic animals
annually including dogs, seals,
hedgehogs and wild birds, and
these new areas will increase the
space for all these animals.

One building will be dedicated to
many species of wildlife and will
include a series of purpose-built
rooms in a U-shape, some with
pools for rescued seal pups.

Another building will be a new
kennel, separate from the wildlife
building.

“This is moving into the most
modern facilities that we’ve had
in recent times for animals, said
Mr Byrne.

Although it is bitter sweet for
some of the staff to see these
buildings go,

Mr Byrne said that his team
were also looking forward to work-
ing in up-todate facilities.

A number of issues have also
emerged around the build, includ-
ing the loss of parking - though
Mr Byrne said that a neighbour
may be prepared to help — and the
loss of boarding kennels and asso-
ciated income.

‘It is an incredibly complex
project with the GSPCA still op-
erating, with lots of communica-
tion needed from both sides,” said
Brent Green, managing director
of Breton.

Another challenge will be pre-
sented when building the kennels
sitting right at the heart of the
shelter.

‘When we move onto later jobs
it will be key not to make much
noise so as not to disturb the ani-
mals,” said Mr Green.

The GSPCA looks forward to fi-
nally being able to have wildlife
in one area and domestic animals
in another, following the lead
of thousands of other shelters
around the world.

‘It’s a bit of a chess game to
make sure we can operate as nor-
mally as we can, albeit a new nor-
mal,” said Mr Byrne.

Hopefully islanders will con-
tinue supporting the shelter’s
build, he said.

‘Being a charity of 152 years
we’re constantly looking into the
future, and this is future proofing
us for many decades

to come.’
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‘It's got to the
point where
maintaining
these buildings
was hugely
expensive and
they weren't
ideal for the
current methods
of looking after
animals’.

Visuals for the new buildings.

Left to right, Steve Byrne, site managers Chris Hall and Graham Dawe, GSPCA president John Knight, Anna Moody and Dave De La Mare of DLM
Architects, and Breton CEO Brent Green. (34257731

GSPCA manager Steve Byrne at the demolition section of the
GSPCA rebuild. (Pictures by Peter Frankland, 34257722)

—
]
Q
Q

<

O

=

m
)
wn
)
00

.50

m

<

O

o

n

O

+=

| GSPCA

Shelter demolished
ahead of big rebuild
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There are
many ways
to help build
a brighter
future for
animals in
Guernsey.

From
making a
donation

to buying

a brick,
sponsoring
aroomtoa
whole build.

Anyone
wanting to
know more
please do
get in touch
steve@

gspca.org.gg



GSPCA |

FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER 2025

GUERNSEY PRESS

‘Elvis’ becomes Guernsey’s
most famous stowaway

SQUIRREL fever gripped a
small area of St Sampson’s in
February.

Guernsey’s most famous
stowaway, ‘Elvis’, made his first
public appearance after reach-
ing the island in the back of
a Ferryspeed container full of
animal feed.

Named Elvis by staff at car
dealership Bluechip, who first
reported his appearance to the
GSPCA, the grey squirrel reap-
peared back in the same tree he
was spotted in.

Eleven-year-old Cory Dyke,
who lives nearby, spotted him
and reported it.

His mum, Sharon, said in an
ideal world they would love to
see the squirrel return to the

‘But I know they have laws
that may prohibit it,” she said.

‘So I'm really not sure what
will happen to him.’

Under Schedule 9 of the UK
Wildlife & Countryside Act
1981, it is illegal to release a
grey squirrel into the wild or
allow one to escape. This means
that if one is trapped, it needs to
be ‘humanely destroyed’.

With Elvis’s location revealed
on social media, the squirrel
was attracting a lot of attention,
with cars stopping in Grandes
Maisons Road to allow kids out
to see it.

One islander said they had
been in the neighbourhood and
so had brought their three kids
down.

‘We go to France a lot and the

‘I'm hoping he will be rescued
and returned to the UK but I'm
guessing his fate is a little un-
certain.’

A private pest control com-
pany, contracted by the States,
was on site to put out traps
baited with peanut butter and
nuts by noon. The States then
appealed on social media for
islanders not to gather where
the squirrel had been sighted
as this would hinder the pest
controller’s task.

A spokesman said that no de-
cision had been made regarding
the next steps if the squirrel
was safely caught.

‘However, with grey squirrels
being classed as an invasive
non-native species, every ave-
nue will be explored to try to
return the squirrel to a more
suitable environment,” he said.

Scott Bougourd, who lives
next to the tree that Elvis has
taken up home in, said he had
been asked to put his cats in-
doors while the traps were out-
side.

‘We’ve had loads of people
stopping to see him and our
son’s been super excited and
looking for him from the win-
dows. Hopefully they can sort
out some sort of future for him.’

Hannah Tetlow, lives opposite
and said her kids were fasci-
nated by their new neighbour.

‘I would love to keep him as a
pet,” said her daughter Elana, 7.

kids see a lot of squirrels and

love them, she said.

‘But I hope he gets to go back to
England to find his family.’

The tree that Elvis made his home.

Warning

issued
about
buying

pets online ;

ISLANDERS looking for
a pet are being encourag-
ing to be cautious, as scam-
mers target them, GSPCA
manager Steve Byrne has
warned.

He said the charity reg-
ularly received calls about
potential scams relating to
animal adverts seen online.

‘At the GSPCA we are ex-
tremely concerned about
reports of people falsely
advertising animals online
to try and deceive people
looking for a new pet out of
their money, said Mr Byrne.

‘Every year we have re-
ports of pictures of puppies
advertised on Facebook
which either may not exist
or could be from puppy
farms or backgrounds that
are not ideal for the ani-
mal’s welfare.’

He estimated that up to
500 households in Guernsey
look for a new dog each year
and about the same number
look for a new cat.

‘Especially during the
Covid years, with travel
so difficult, many people
went online to look for their
new four-legged friends.
This certainly seemed to

increase the number of
scammers out there trying
to deceive good people out
of money with false adverts
online, said MrByrne.

‘Living in the islands of
course presents many chal-
lenges in looking for that
beloved pet,but we all need
to ensure we do what we
can to ensure we aren’t de-
ceived, and we source our
animals from rescues or
other reputable breeders
and individuals.’

Guernsey is not immune
to these issues.

‘We have seen first hand
when we helped the 25 Slo-
vakian puppies that were
being illegally transported
to the UK to a dealer, how
people can be deceived into
buying pups from puppy
farms,’ he said.

‘At the GSPCA we have a
10- point step guide to help
those looking for a puppy
which you could also apply
to looking for other species
of pets, but please do re-
member that we have many
animals looking for homes
at the GSPCA and adopting
a rescue pet is helping an
animal in need.’

Islanders can look for
pets at the GSPCA, but they
can also look to the Pet Ad-
vertising Advisory Group,
which works to improve the
ways pets are advertised to
prevent scammers.

Mr Byrne said that social
media could be a problem.

‘In Guernsey there are
thousands of users who
follow pages on Facebook,
selling all sorts of goods
and sometimes animals,” he
said.

‘There are also false char-
ities that create pages to try
and sell animals that don’t
exist, so it is extremely im-
portant to verify who you
are dealing with before you
part with any money.

‘Often the best way to find
an animal is to be referred
by a friend or vet.

information
click or scan
the code.

GSPCA committee 2025.

GSPCA bids farewell at
AGM to long-term member

CELEBRATIONS, updates on the new
build and goodbyes were on the agenda
for the GSPCA’s annual general meeting
in January.

More than 30 people were expected to
attend in the first AGM since the animal
charity celebrated its 150th anniversary
back in 2023. In addition to the routine re-
ports and accounts, manager Steve Byrne
updated attendees on the 3,000 animals the
charity helps each year.

‘We had nine seals last year which is
more than we’ve ever released back into
the wild before, the turtle which is now at
the SeaLife Centre in Brighton, and all the
other animals we’ve helped will be high-
lighted,” he said.

‘As much as the animals are what we
are here for, we’re celebrating the staff,
volunteers, supporters, businesses, group,
schools and everyone else who makes the
GSPCA what it is.

He also touched on the island’s new an-

imal welfare legislation, the animal edu-
cation the GSPCA does with schools, dog
training and the training of veterinary
nurses at the St Andrew’s site. Mr Byrne
also surprised some of the team and vol-
unteers with awards.

‘The people that have helped us include
Specsavers, Northern Trust, Sarah from
our reception team, Seb and Ali who have
become supervisors, and Kevin has been
here for over a decade helping with our
maintenance,” he said.

‘We have a great many volunteers who
we thought it would be nice to highlight
and say thank you to.’

It was also the last AGM with long-serv-
ing committee member, former deputy
and retired farmer Tom Le Pelley, after 20
years with the GSPCA. ‘He’s been an in-
credible support to everybody with great
knowledge, we're upset to see him go but
he has carried on through much of his
retirement so far,” said Mr Byrne.
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Animal Shelter staff member Sharna Leaman pictured with Twigs. (Picture by Peter Frankland,

3413972

‘Mlssmg cats may be
just out hunting

THE Animal Shelter was
being inundated with phone
calls about cats going miss-
ing in March. GSPCA man-
ager Steve Byrne said the
shelter was receiving phone
calls daily, reporting miss-
ing cats.

‘We get two or three calls
a day about them at the mo-
ment, he said.

‘Cats are independent
by nature and this time of
year, there is always an in-
crease in cats who haven't
been neutered going out
and looking to breed.

About half a dozen cats
went missing during the
month and Mr Byrne said
the change in weather and
breeding season were to
blame. ‘Everything else is
breeding too and with the

warmer weather, cats are
also more likely to go out
and about hunting,” said Mr
Byrne.

Elvis the squirrel was
thought to be safe, though,
as Mr Byrne said it would be
‘highly unusual’ for a cat to
attack a squirrel.

The charity encourages
people to check their out-
houses - sheds, garages and
work vehicles for any cats
who have been accidentally
locked in.

If cats are found, island-
ers are asked to report them
to the GSPCA. They can
also go to the charity’s web-
site and print out a paper
collar for the cat which will
help keep them identified.

It is not recommended to
feed a found cat, as this will

encourage roaming.

The GSPCA’s social media
page is an effective platform
for missing cat reports. As
a result, many cats do get
reunited ‘very quickly’
with their owners - such as
Rhino and his brother Bear
who went missing at sep-
arate times earlier in the
year, but were both found
and returned safely home.
To dissuade roaming, Mr
Byrne said it was impor-
tant to get cats neutered,
which will also prevent any
unplanned Kittens and dis-
eases.

For more information,
the GSPCA has a web page
that is dedicated to lost and
found advice.

| GSPCA

Impact Scaffolding is a Guernsey-based company
with years of local experience in erecting and
managing scaffolding projects.

Call us today on 07781 133090
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Renewable Energy Installations
Boiler Replacements and System Upgrades
Under Flooring Heating Specialists

07781 133433
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Constructing homes with pride!
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earlhamconstruction@gmail.com
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Barnacle Bill returned to
the wild in the Azores

BARNACLE BILL, the
loggerhead sea turtle res-
cued in Guernsey after
Storm Ciaran, was returned
to the wild near the Azores
following an extensive re-
habilitation effort.

The young turtle was
found in November 2023
weighing less than 1kg
and was taken in by the
GSPCA. She was only the
second loggerhead turtle
ever recorded in the island.

Despite initial attempts
to transport her to warmer

waters being complicated
by Brexit-related paper-
work, the GSPCA success-
fully transferred Barnacle
Bill to Sea Life Brighton
in December 2024, with the
support of Condor Ferries.
Over the past few months,
she has been carefully pre-
pared for her release, gain-
ing significant weight to
now exceed 13kg.

‘For Bill to get back to
warm waters is a delight for
us,” said GSPCA manager
Steve Byrne.

‘For Bill to
get back to
warm waters
is a delight
for us’

Fledglings are almost fully feathered, able to walk, run and hop on to low branches, and will try
to hide in undergrowth where they are fed by their parents.

Islanders warned to leave
fledgling birds in the wild

THE GSPCA is warning
islanders to leave fledglings
in the wild. A baby bird has
a greater chance of sur-
vival in the wild than it has
being hand-reared, as they
learn to fend for themselves.
Around two weeks after
hatching young birds leave
the nest, just before they
learn how to fly. ‘Fledglings
are almost fully feathered,
able to walk, run and hop
on to low branches, and will
try to hide in undergrowth
where they are fed by their
parents,” the GSPCA said.
‘Parent birds are not usually

far away and are probably
collecting food but will not
return until you have gone.
Within a day of leaving the
nest, fledglings can usu-
ally fly enough to keep up
with their parents and es-
cape predators.” A fledgling
should only be moved to get
it away from immediate dan-
ger, and should be placed
near where it was found, as
the parents are likely still
taking care of it. If it appears
genuinely orphaned or sick
call the GSPCA on 257261.
Nestlings may need help.
These are baby birds that

have only a small number of
feathers. They are different
from fledglings in that they
are totally dependent on the
security of the nest and will
not fare at all well if left. ‘If
a nestling is found, contain
it as soon as possible in a
warm, dark, well-ventilated
cardboard box (do not offer
water, milk or food as this
could make them ill or, if
done incorrectly, worse),
the GSPCA said.

If the bird is sick, take it to a
vet or to the animal shelter or
call 257261.
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The dolphins were auctioned off at the Peninsula Hotel. GSPCA manager Steve Byrne is pictured
with some of them waiting to be taken to their new homes. (Picture by Sophie Rabey, 34411036)

Dolphin auction raises
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more than £40,000

MORE than £80,000 has
been raised over the
course of this year’s Dol-
phin Discovery Trail.
The 62 dolphins were
auctioned off at the
Peninsula Hotel, raising
more than £40,000 for
Autism Guernsey and
the GSPCA.
More than 100 people
attended the auction.
‘One of the pre-bids
was in Cumbria and
from someone in New
York. Two of the dol-
phins were bought and
then donated back to the
GSPCA so we can re-auc-
tion them, said GSPCA
manager Steve Byrne.
‘As far as we’re aware,
all of the dolphins are
staying in the island.
‘Some of them will be
surprise gifts and will be
popping up in people’s
gardens. There are some
really lovely things hap-
pening with some of

them.

‘A few of the sponsors
managed to get theirs
back too.’

The highest bid of
the evening was £1,600
for Fairytale, painted by
Dom Ogier-Keltie and
sponsored by TISE.

Another popular
sculpture was Hermia,
sponsored by Herm
Island and decorated
by India Waterhouse,
which sold for £1,250.

‘It’s been a privilege to
be part of such a creative
and impactful initiative,’
said Autism Guernsey
director Andrew Sparks.

‘The funds raised will
make a real difference
to the lives of those we
support.’

Conversations are al-
ready taking place re-
garding the next trail in
2026, which may feature
a Christmas theme.

‘One of the
pre-bids was in
Cumbria and
from someone
in New York’

The dolphins were auctioned off at the Peninsula Hotel. (Picture by Sophie Rabey, 34411032)

GSPCA staff

and volunteers
get specialist
training to assist
islanders who
are grieving the
loss of a pet

R

MORE than 30 GSPCA
staff and volunteers have
received specialist training
to assist islanders grieving
the loss of a pet.

The GSPCA hosted the
session, delivered by the
UK charity Blue Cross, to
provide compassionate and
practical guidance for its
team. It was led by Lisanne
McEvoy, pet loss support
training officer at the Blue
Cross.

The training reinforces
GSPCA’s role in supporting
pet owners through difficult
times, a service it provides
to over 1,500 people each
year. This includes own-
ers of the estimated 150 to
300 cats that are killed on
Guernsey’s roads annually,
as well as those who use the
charity’s pet cremation ser-
vice.

‘We are incredibly grate-
ful to the Blue Cross for

delivering such a thought-
ful and supportive session,’
said GSPCA Manager Steve
Byrne. ‘Every day, our team
helps islanders through the
heartbreak of losing a pet,
and this training has given
us even more tools to do so
with empathy and care.

The GSPCA’s online be-
reavement support page also
offers links to Blue Cross
helplines and chat groups
for additional support.

| GSPCA
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Jingshen TCM \
TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE /
Christina Bisson CONSULTATIONS & TREATMENTS

Acupuncture

Herbs & health

Nutrition

Chinese Massage

Reiki Practitioner

The Natural Health Clinic, La Rue Maze, St Martin's GY4 6LJ, M: 07530 298450 E: jingshenguernsey@gmail.com

DIEWOTKS:

Stonemasons and general building Contraclors

Mobhile: 07781 124221
Email: stoneworksgsy@gmail.com
www.stoneworksgsy.net

Est. 2001. We undertake large or
small contracts of all types of stonemasonry and
specialise in sympathetic renovation with use of
natural products such as hydraulic lime.
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A dog’s life at GSPCA’s =
Seafront Sunday '

THE ISLAND’S pooches en-
joyed the spring sunshine in May
as islanders came together for the
GSPCA’s ‘bigger and better’ Sea-
front Sunday and raise crucial
funds for the charity.

Among the stalls and music
were some of the island’s finest
canines, competing for 10 individ-
ual awards as well as the prize of
best in show.

GSPCA manager Steve Byrne
said he had never been able to
offer such a wide selection of
prizes.

‘Every category winner gets
£50 thanks to a kind donation
from Breton and the ultimate
winner gets a pet portrait —a £150
photo from photographers Mono-
chrome,” he said.

‘It’s a celebration of all the is-
land’s dogs and their wonderful
owners.’

The annual seafront event
can be worth anything between
£5,000 and £10,000 to the charity,
and with the sunny weather Mr
Byrne was hoping for a bumper
year.

‘It has been absolutely fabu-
lous,” he said. ‘We were here for
Liberation Day too when there
was quite a cold wind that caught
everyone by surprise, although
we did sell out of jumpers.’

Hoping to take away three
prizes, was West Highland ter-
rier Phoebe, who featured in the
lovely lady and best trick classes
with also a chance to be best in
show.

‘Phoebe has lots of tricks but
we will be going for dancing
today, said owner Lauren Hallett.

‘We always come down to the

GSPCA event as it’s great fun
to see all the types of dogs out
with their owners and Phoebe
likes to say hello to everyone too.’
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FULL TIME FOSTER HOME
NEEDED FOR MR B

Mr B, as we fondly know him as,
is looking for an amazing full time
foster home.

When he came to us he had sadly
lost his sight, while he was a
stray, due to high blood pressure,
however he has worked out how
to navigate life using his other
senses.

He is on medication and a special
diet for his high blood pressure.

He had been on foster, however,
like people as he has aged and
his needs have changed, sadly he
has also lost his hearing now, but
still copes well with life and loves
being made a fuss of.

He needs a home as an indoor cat
only, he also needs someone to be
at home with him for most of the
day, like a lot of aged cats he has
dementia and will be quite vocal

if you aren’t with him as he needs
reassurance that he is safe and not
on his own.

We are more then happy to discuss
him and his needs further, he is a
very special cat.

From top, lef to right: Kitty; Cuddles (black) & Munchies (tabby); Demie; Buffy; Luna; Trixie; Chewy; Johnny & Bumble and Edwina & Boris.

- L. SPECIALISTS & INNOVATORS IN THE DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
OF CONCRETE SWIMMING POOLS & SPS

Gllll gham SPATA AWARD WINNING POOLS

E.u BET
Pool Construction, gp,& Lalouse Shop CELEBRATING OVER 38 YEARS IN THE POOL INDUSTRY
TRADITIONAL FREEFORM CONCRETE POOLS HEATFORM ECO FRIENDLY PANEL POOLS bullfn‘mg
Any Size — Any Shape - Any Depth Recycle! Insulation made from 100% recycled plastic PET bottles S

PooL & SPA ENCLOSURES CORDLESS POOL CLEANERS HEAT Pumps
e

£

) 7

® SWIMMING POOL INSTALLATIONS ~® POOL REFURBISHMENTS ® POOL MAINTENANCE © POOL & SPA CHEMICALS
® POOL ENCLOSURES ® AUTOMATIC & SAFETY POOL COVERS ® TILES - SWIMMING POOL & DOMESTIC e SPAS

Portinfer Coast Road, Vale, GY6 8LG T: 01481255026 E: hello@gillinghampools.com W: www.gillinghampools.com
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Animal
welfare
ordinance
has come
into effect

IT IS now an offence to use

gluetraps and snares lo-
cally as new animal welfare
ordinance came into effect
earlier in the year.

The ordinance protects
animals by placing restric-
tions on snares, glue traps
and the practice of lamping,
where bright lights are used
to dazzle hunted animals.
It also provides greater en-
forcement powers for animal
welfare investigations.

‘As a committee, we are
genuinely proud to have
brought forward legislation
to better protect both wild
and domesticated animals,
said then Environment & In-
frastructure president Lind-
say de Sausmarez.

‘The ordinance will have a
notably positive effect on the
lives of Guernsey’s animals,
aligning with legislative ad-
vancements elsewhere in
recognition of animal sen-
tience and helping fulfil our
international  conventions
and trade agreement obliga-
tions.

It is now an offence to use,
sell or possess snares or gin
or leg-hold traps to capture

or kill animals, and to use
glue traps, except if carried
out by a pest controller li-
censed by the States Vet. It
is also an offence to use arti-
ficial lights or illuminating
devices to capture, take or
slaughter animals.

Night vision devices are
still allowed, and using
lights to identify or capture
animals for environmental
or scientific purposes is per-
mitted under licence.

Certain stunning and
slaughtering devices that do
not meet humane standards
for culling birds and small
mammals are also prohib-
ited.

The ordinance prevents
the farming of animals for
fur, feathers, or skin as a pri-
mary product, rather than
a slaughter by-product, pro-
hibits foie gras production
by force-feeding, and bans
the use of wild animals in
circuses.

Sheep, alpaca or llama
farming for wool and goat
farming for hair where the
goats are sheared are still
permitted.

The GSPCA welcomed the

Animal

Welfare

improved legal protections
for local animals. ‘Tmprov-
ing animal welfare is at the
heart of all that the GSPCA
does and wants to see hap-
pen in Guernsey, said man-
ager Steve Byrne.

‘Improving
animal
welfare is
at the heart
of all that
the GSPCA
does and
wants

to see
happen in
Guernsey'’.

ome visit our showroom ﬁf
and wmdow

FLOORING, WINDOW BLINDS, SHUTTERS & CURTAINS
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Local vet
retires
after 47
years of
animal
welfare

ALOCAL vet retired this
year after a distinguished
47-year career dedicated to
animal welfare around the
world.

Dr John Knight had
been based at the island’s
veterinary practice The
Vetcare Centres - with
sites in Castel and Vale —
since 1988.

He also worked in coun-
tries including China, Ger-
many, Qatar and Saudi
Arabia on a range of es-
tablishment and manage-
ment projects.

‘Tl still stay involved
in various things, but the
time is right to take a step
back from the day-to-day,
he said.

Mr Knight developed a
passion for animals from
the age of seven after being
inspired by his father, who
taught agriculture in Tan-
zania for a period.

Abics

After qualifying as a vet
in 1978, he began his ca-
reer at a practice in Yately
in Hampshire, before mov-
ing to Regent’s Park Zoo in
London.

Thanks to pioneering
work involving the for-
mation of a panda en-
closure at the zoo, he
was approached by the
World Wildlife Fund to
start a panda breeding
programme, with respon-
sibility for setting up ad-
ditional enclosures in the
Chinese city of Chengdu
and San Diego, California.

‘It ended up working
really well, T travelled
around a lot ;" he said.

In 1985, Mr Knight was
seconded to Qatar, where
he was tasked with estab-
lishing and managing the
country’s new national
700 in its capital Doha.

He undertook a similar
project a couple of years
later in Riyadh, Saudi Ara-
bia.

By 1988, he decided
the time was right to set-
tle down, and through a
friend of a friend got in
touch with Alistair Mac-
rae, who was running the
Guernsey practice now
known as The Vetcare
Centres in Castel.

‘Tagreed to join provided
that I was still able to con-
tinue my global consul-
tancy work, he said.

‘Fortunately I was, and
that was that.

He said the most inter-
esting cases he had worked
on at the practice over the
years often involved large
animals, such as cows and
horses.

‘I remember an instance
with this very elderly,
heavy horse, had managed
to twist his gut and be-
cause of his age surgery
wasn’t an option.’

‘We had to try to roll him
over so as to untwist him,

and thankfully he got up
and walked away, but that
was quite a memorable
story.”

Having cared for and
looked after thousands of
different creatures over
the course of his career,
Mr Knight said trying to
ease people’s pain of los-
ing an animal had never
got any easier.

He recalled one occasion
where he was part of a
team trying to save the life
of a giant panda at Berlin
Zoo.

‘T was called in to see if
there was any chance of
saving it.

‘It was put on a perma-
nent drip and part of the
700 was actually closed off
so that I could sleep near it
and keep an eye on it.

‘Eventually when it did
die I had to do press inter-
views about it as it gar-
nered substantial media
attention.

‘There was a lot of pres-
sure.’

In addition to his veteri-
nary work, Mr Knight has
been the president of the
GSPCA since 2000, while
he has acted as a consult-
ant for a number of organ-
isations.

Despite stepping back
from daily operations at
The Vetcare Centres, he
will remain a director of
the practice.

Reflecting on his career,
he said he was grateful
for those he had worked
with over the years, and
hoped he had contributed
to improvements in global
animal welfare standards.

‘T've been fortunate to be
part of some really good
work in altering the way
animals are handled and
treated, he said.

‘Even in retirement I
will still aim to pass the
things I have learned on-
wards.’
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CONSTRUCTION

We are delighted to be partnering with the GSPCA, the talented design team, and our valued M , e
supply chain, in bringing the GSPCA Wildlife Hospital, a vital community project, to life for ; M 'f', S
Guernsey. This collaboration represents not only an investment in local infrastructure, but

also a shared commitment to creating lasting benefits for the community we serve. | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | ‘ | ’ |

Get in touch to discuss your community project plans

enquiries@breton.gg 01481256585 www.breton.gg
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IF YOU WERE
WONDERING
WHY YOU
HAVE TO PAY
TO ADOPT

AN ANIMAL
FROM THE
GSPCA, THIS
INFORMATION
MAY HELP

EVERY animal that passes
through the GSPCA is given
a full health check by our
vet before it is available for
rehoming. During this gen-
eral health check the veteri-
nary surgeon will check the
animal thoroughly including
its heart, eyes, ears, mouth,
abdomen, skin and coat as
well as other areas. Our staff
will also obtain the animal’s
previous veterinary history,
which will enable us to iden-
tify any problems the animal
may have suffered from in
the past and any treatment
it may have received. It is
essential that we try to gain
as much information about
them as we can so that we
can give potential adopters
as many details as possible
about the animal so that
they can then make an in-
formed decision before mak-
ing a lifelong commitment to
anew pet.

As well as a full veterinary

' '

health check each animal re-
ceives the following:

« Vaccinations

« Flea treatment

« Worming treatment

- Spaying and neutering

« Dental check-up

« Microchipping

The adoption fee also goes
towards paying for their
everyday care and atten-
tion, their feeding, and many
other aspects of their stay
such as behavioural assess-
ments and training (where
necessary) as well as home
checks and any follow-up
care.

With all animals we look
to do a home visit unless
the animal’s enclosure
for small species can be
brought up to the shelter.
Also if you live in rented ac-
commodation or States hous-
ing you need to ensure you
have written permission.

=

Minimum adoption
charges
are as follows:

Mice/Rats/Hamsters
£15.00

Chickens £15.00
Birds (varied) from
£15.00

Guinea Pigs £45.00
Ferrets £55.00
Rabbits £60.00

Cats £150.00

Dogs £350.00
Reptiles from £45.00
Other species vary,
please ask for details.

To provide the welfare
and care for animals
on site the adoption
charges only cover part
of the costs, please ask
how you can support
our work.

(Correct as time of
printing, additional
costs may apply to
certain species).

INVESTING IN COMMUNITIES
WHERE WE LIVE & WORK

Northern Trust is proud to support the GSPCA. For 135 years, we've
been meeting our clients’ financial needs while nurturing a culture
of caring and a commitment to invest in the communities we
serve. It’s all part of being a good neighbour.

_I%_ NORTHERN

&/ TRUST

FUND ADMINISTRATION | GLOBAL CUSTODY | BANKING | FIDUCIARY SERVICES

For more information:

email infogsy@ntrs.com
or visit northerntrust.com

Northern Trust(Guernsey) Limited (2651), Northern Trust Fiduciary Services (Guernsey) Limited
(29806) and Northern Trust International Fund Administration Services (Guernsey) Limited
(15532) are licensed by the Guernsey Financial Services Commission. Registered Office:
Trafalgar Court, Les Banques, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 3DA,

Photo courtesy of the GSPCA.
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PROUD SPONSORS OF

THE GSPCA APEX

Guernsey's Premier Scaffolding Company

Apex Scaffolding provides a wide range of professional
solutions tailored to meet your specific project requirements.

0 apexscaffoldingguernsey.co.uk m apexscaff@gmail.com 07781108177
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Decor
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__ TemporaryKitchens&
Bathrooms

Are you renovating your
Kitchen or Bathroom?

Do you need insurance
re-instatement work?

Well there's no need to
move out of your home!

S5 To hire aPod call:07781107808 £

lectrical Services Ltd \ f
Installation & Maintenance !

r
s trdlyenr
lelectricallneeds]

Contact:
John = 07781 152454

Proudly/supportingithe
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Feline illness puts
people off from

adoptin

g kittens

GSPCA manager Steve Byrne with Daisy. (Picture by Peter Frankland, 34358913)

KITTENS have been wait-
ing for their perfect home
at the GSPCA. But a feline
illness, which cannot affect
humans, has been putting
off potential owners.

A feline strain of herpes
virus can cause flulike
symptoms in pets.

There is a vaccine against
the illness, but once infected
there is no cure. However,
for most pets it is not a big
problem.

‘Herpes virus is a bit like
a longterm bad cold that can
come back now and again,
said GSPCA manager Steve

Byrne.
Typical signs of herpes
virus include sneezing,

coughing, runny nose and
watery eyes.

The feline virus does not
affect humans, apart from
having a sneezy cat and
possibly more frequent vet
visits,

‘You might find they don’t
at all need to go to the vet, it
might be dormant through-

out their life and you might
not see a thing.’

But potential cat owners
may be cautious.

In August five cats at
the GSPCA shelter had the
herpes virus, including six-
month-old sisters Tulip and
Daffodil, who ideally needed
to be rehomed together as
house cats.

‘They’ll make a cracking
pair of new family members,
it’s about finding the right
home that can give them
what they need, said Mr
Byrne in August.

The kittens are a little
timid, but very inquisitive,
but are bound to be very af-
fectionate once comfortable.

Kittens are normally
quickly adopted at the char-
ity.

But any animals with ail-
ments slow the adoption
process with fewer inquiries
coming in if the animal may
need more veterinary care or
is only a house pet.

‘Compared to if we had two

healthy kittens that could go
to any home and go outdoors
then suddenly you get an
increase of home availabili-
ties,’ said Mr Byrne.

Due to the separation
needed for cats with herpes
virus, the GSPCA lost a few
rooms, using the emergency
overnight pens.

If a cat has flu-like symp-
toms, while it could be
herpes virus it could be a
variety of other illnesses,
the only way to find out is
through testing.

‘Any cat owner that is
concerned about the wel-
fare of their cat is asked to
seek medical advice, said Mr
Byrne.

The herpes virus can be
easily passed between cats
through saliva and bodily
fluids.

‘It’s not deadly, it’s not
going to be passed dramati-
cally quickly and cause the
island’s cats a horrendous
outbreak of disease, said Mr
Byrne.

Stewie the
dog finally

finds his
‘forever
home’

THE longest-staying res-
ident at the GSPCA’s ani-
mal shelter finally found a
new home. Cross-breed dog
Stewie came into the chari-
ty’s care when he was nearly
two years old, as his owner
was moving and could not
take him with them. He
spent more than 600 days
with the GSPCA or in foster
care.

‘When Stewie first ar-
rived, he was very wary of
strangers, but with time, pa-
tience and the dedication of
our staff, he made incredible
progress,” said Seb Goman,
senior welfare and animal

care assistant. ‘He was fos-
tered by our wonderful foster
carers, Cameron and Becky,
who provided him with a
loving home environment
and invaluable feedback on
his progress. Their support
played a key role in helping
Stewie gain confidence.’

Stewie’s new family have
already shown their com-
mitment to his development
and enrolled him in training
classes.

‘We couldn’t be happier
for Stewie and his new fam-
ily, said Ms Goman. The
shelter helps more than 200
stray and lost dogs every

year with boarding, welfare
concerns, training classes,
and microchipping. But it is
rare that it rehomes dogs, as
this is mostly done through
the home-to-home service.
Whenever the shelter does
have dogs to rehome, how-
ever, the process is usually
quick.

‘Occasionally, there are
dogs that need a little more
time, and Stewie has been
one of those,’ said GSPCA
manager Steve Byrne. ‘The
team are overjoyed he is now
in his forever home.’
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GSPCA'’s last two
seal pups released

FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER 2025

into the wild

THE final two seal pups in
the care of the GSPCA were
released back into the wild
at the start of August.

Swish and Wide Awake
were both rescued earlier
this year in severely ema-
ciated states. Following
months of intensive reha-
bilitation, under the su-
pervision of GSPCA head
of marine mammals Geoff
George, they were returned
to the sea at Rocquaine.

Their release means the
GSPCA has now rehabili-
tated and released 45 grey
seal pups over the last 14
years.

GSPCA manager Steve
Byrne said the conditions
for the release were perfect.

‘This is always such an
emotional moment.

‘After months of care, it’s
incredible to see these amaz-

\ &

The GSPCA released the final two seals in its care, Swish and Wide Awake, at Rocquaine.

ing animals return to where
they truly belong - wild and
free in our beautiful waters.

‘Every seal is special, and
Swish and Wide Awake are
no exception.’

Swish and Wide Awake
were the final seals to be
cared for in the charity’s old
rehabilitation facilities.

Two other pups rescued
around the same time did
not survive.

Temporary housing was
created at the GSPCA's base
in St Andrew’s.

Their release cleared the
way for demolition work to
begin on the old catteries,
dog grooming area, and
laundry room ahead of the
charity’s Big Build project.

This will include a new
wildlife hospital with pur-
pose-built seal facilities and
dog kennels.

| GSPCA

= Paws For
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Paws For Support is a unique charity dedicated
to using highly trained dogs to improve
people's lives in the balliwick of Guernsey.

Our trained and regularly re-assessed therapy
dogs visit a variety of places such as schools,
nursing homes, hospital, offlces and
clubs/organisations.

Bringing happiness, distraction and love to all
they meet.

The GSPCA
has now
rehabilitated
and released
45 grey seal
pups over
the last 14
years.

-4 info@pawsforsupport.28 St www.pawslorsupport gg
O 07781115020 @ www.facobook.com/pawsforsupport

Forur Peaws
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oﬁ- gd Country Pet Hotel o:n {a
Where Pets go on Holiday!

Facilities Built In 2011

Outdoor Exercise Area

5-Star Luxury Heated Accommodation

Doggie Day Care
Individual Diet Plans
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Opening Hours

Monday to Friday 10am to

11.30am & reopen 2.30pm to 4pm
Saturday — 10am to 1pm

Sunday — Closed to the public

All Bank Holidays — Closed to the public

ONLINE BOOKING
www.fourpawspethotel.co.uk

01481 264206

Rue des Longscamps, St Saviours, GY7 9YN

Perrys Guide Map — Page 22 C5

Members of pet Industry Federation / UK Kennel & Cattery Association
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GSPCA Angel pen pal and Angel pen pal corporate sponsorship

Each year at the GSPCA we rescue, rehome, rehabilitate wildlife, investigate cruelty calls and reunite over 3000 animals.
It costs over £600,000 a year to run the GSPCA & we are desperately fund raising to rebuild much of the Animal Shelter.
By becoming an Angel Pen Pal or an Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor you can help us provide the care & rescue work
24 hours a day 7 days a week & help us provide a much needed service for the local community.
As well as their daily care we need to neuter, deflea, worm, feed, microchip, medicate, vaccinate, treat & see to other needs of the many
animals in our care. Every day animals arrive & are rescued by the GSPCA sick or badly injured & we really need your support.

X
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ANGEL

We would like to
become a GSPCA
ANGEL Pen Pal
Corporate Sponsor

Please complete the forms below, payment and return to - GSPCA Animal Shelter,
Rue des Truchots, St Andrews, Guernsey, GY6 8UD

We would like to become a: (please tick)

Bronze Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £100 per year) Q
Silver Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £500 per year) Q

Gold Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £1,000 per year)
Platinum Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £10,000) Q
Diamond Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £50,000 per year) Q
Titanium Angel Pen Pal Corporate Sponsor (Minimum sponsorship £100,000 per year) A

Each of the sponsorship levels receives increased benefits. For more details please
phone 01481 257261 or email stevejbyrne@gspca.org.gg

If specifically for a species please circle: Dogs - Cats - Seals - Rabbits - Wildlife -
Ferrets - Birds - Hedhehogs - Wild birds - All species

b, -
| would like to become a

ANQ_L_ GSPCA ANGEL Pen Pal

Please complete the form below, payment and return to - GSPCA Animal Shelter,
Rue des Truchots, St Andrews, Guernsey, GY6 8UD

‘We would like to sponsor a (please tick): Kennel 1 A cat A rabbit pen 1
A ferret pen Q A hedgehog unit Q  The wildlife unit O

This is for (please tick): For me Q As a Christmas gift J In memory of O

Your company or personal contact details (please use capitals)

Contact Name

Company name (if applicable)

Address — -~ -

For companies: If you could indicate the wording you would like on your plaque
and please email us a company logo. For individuals: If you are sponsoring as a gift
or in memory of a pet please write the name and a short message below.

Company name/Name (as applicable) -~

Message - -~

If you are making a gift of your sponsorship please fill in the name and address of
the recipient below

1. Choose your Payment method
Cheque (payable to the GSPCA) or Direct debit (fill the form below)

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debit.
Originator’s identification number 01755021

Name(s) of account holders

Account number mj]
Branch sort code m

Reference no. (for GSPCA only)

Please pay the GSPCA Direct Debits from the account detailed on
this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct
Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain
with the GSPCA and, if so, details will be passed electronically to
my Bank/Building Society.

2. Fill in your details

Name ________________________________ Age _______
Address _________________________________________.
PostCode ________________ Tel. No. _________________
Signature ___________________________ Date / /

Bank’s order (for donations)

Name(s) of account holders

Account number m]]
Branch sort code m

Name of your Bank

Address of your Bank

Will you please pay HSBC Bank plc, High Street, St Peter Port,
Guernsey (40-22-25) thesumof£ _____________ to be credited
to the account of the Guernsey Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (A/C No: 01755021) on theday / /

and a like amount annually thereafter on the same date of each
succeeding year until countermanded.

Signatare Date / /

You can also donate with Paypal via our

website www.gspca.org.gg




